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The Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS), with the support of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark, and International Development Law Organization (IDLO), had invited practitioners, scholars and doctoral candidates from all relevant disciplines to submit papers and participate in the international conference: 'Access to Justice and Security: Non-State Actors and the Local Dynamics of Ordering', which took place in Copenhagen, Denmark, on 1-3 November 2010.

The first two days of the conference (at Eigtveds Pakhus) were allocated for participants from academia, international development agencies, NGOs and policy-makers that were involved in justice and security provision in developing countries. One core objective of the event was to bridge the divide that often exists between academia on the one hand, and policy-makers and practitioners on the other hand. The third day was a closed workshop for academics to discuss the focus of a book publication that will include a selection of papers presented at the conference. 

The conference took as its point of departure that non-state actors provide justice and security to the vast majority of people in developing countries. There is great variety among the kinds of non-state providers of justice and security that exist, and the way they operate depends on a range of historical, socio-cultural and political factors. Any policy on local security and justice provision, programmes and academic studies must be based on empirical evidence and take into account the specific political dynamics of a given context.

The empirically grounded papers explored the role of non-state actors from the perspective of everyday practices across Africa, Asia, Middle East and Latin America, and across contexts of fragility, conflict and development. The focus was on how non-state providers were organized, how they assert authority and in turn what forms of ordering they constitute, independently from, in collaboration with or under pressure from state institutions.  Furthermore, papers addressed the links between local and national political dynamics as they play out in the provision of justice and security and explored theoretical questions of authority, power, and/or competing forms of ordering and punishment.

The conference was built up around eight themes: 

1. International support to informal justice systems and poverty reduction 

2. Notions of justice and security from the perspective of the citizen 

3. Human rights 

4. Conflict and fragile contexts 

5. Conceptualizing 'non-state' actors 

6. The dynamics of local power relations, politics and authority 

7. State formation and its ‘Other’ 

8. Research methodologies
In addition to the above points, the conference raised, in detail, the following concepts (headlines): ‘Beyond the State – Rethinking Approaches’, ‘Conceptualizing Non-State Actors – Critical Perspectives’, ‘The Dynamics of Power Relations, Politics and Authority’, ‘Access to Land and the Rights of Women in Plural Legal Contexts’,  ‘Local Notions and Institutions of Justice – Empirical Perspectives’, ‘Engagement in Fragile Environments – How to Do it’, ‘Human Rights and Informal Justice Mechanisms’, ‘State Formation and its “Other” – Exploring Linkages’, ‘International Actors – Incorporating Informal Providers into Programmes’, ‘International Programming and Implementation’, ‘Notions of Justice and Security – a Citizen Perspective’, ‘International Support – Old and New Community-Based Initiatives’, ‘Engaging Non-State Actors and the Political – Beyond State-Centric Thinking’, ‘The Local Reality of Justice and Security Provision in Fragile Situations’, ‘The Political Dynamics of Order and Violence’, ‘State Power and its Significant “Other” – Modalities of (Dis)Engagement’, and ‘Traditional Leaders – Contestations Over Authority’.
The conference draw some important conclusions, in the form of identifying and asserting on the ongoing debate and controversy over the various concepts raised and the diversity of perspectives emerged in relation with the acts of non-state actors and their involvement in security and justice ordering, in conjunction with the policies of state authorities.  There were some difficulties associated with defining some of the concepts dwelled, coupled with the inherent methodological and intellectual gaps that hinder the attainment of a comprehensive conceptual framework of the themes at hand.  Apparently, scholarly and intellectual dialogue will continue, in order to achieve common perspectives and visions in regard to the points raised.
The conference considers publishing four types of publications: a policy brief, which summarizes a number of the most important points from the conference and their policy and program implications; a policy book, including the conference papers that relate to policy-making and programming; a peer-reviewed academic book, which will include a number of the in-depth research papers, based on long-term fieldwork; working papers, which provides a quick avenue for publishing work-in-progress.
Finally, more than one hundred people participated in the conference, representing international organizations, NGOs, research institutions, universities, consultancy firms, ministries, state agencies, the military, relief agencies, governmental institutions...
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