


Background

Joint project of Danish Development Research Network (DDRN), Danish Water
Forum (DWF) and the Danish Research Network for International Health
(ENRECAHEALTH)

In January 2008 a task-force was set up, initiated by the three research networks and 
with the support from Danida

Aim: discuss research and knowledge sharing with regard to climate change and the impacts
in developing countries.
Initial steps: The task force decided as its first activity to initiate a mapping of Danish research 
competences

Mapping aimed at: 
relevant authorities in developing countries, 
the research community, 
research funding, 
donor agencies, 
and consultants involved in the planning of activities relevant to CC impact, mitigation and 
adaptation.

Outcome
Based on this mapping more concrete activities can be developed to promote knowledge
sharing within the resource base in Denmark and between researchers and others in 
Denmark and developing countries.



Methodology

The overview is based on individual contributions from researchers 
at 10 Danish research institutions

DMI; DHI; DIIS; GEUS; UNEP Risoe Centre; DTU, University of Copenhagen; 
University of Aarhus; University of Aalborg; SDU

In a questionairre form, researchers were asked to specify their
competences and research area according to 11 focal areas.

7. CC and water resources; 
8. CC and security; 
9. CC, law and governance; 
10. CC, rivers and coastal dynamics; 
11. CC, ecosystems and biodiversity

1. The climate system; 
2. CC and agriculture; 
3. CC and local livelihoods; 
4. CC and mitigation; 
5. CC and adaptation; 
6. CC and health; 



Results

Initial target group of more than 100 
researchers

Result: 
63 individual competence profiles
64 profiles of ongoing or recently
completed research projects

Closely interlinked focal areas
9 with one focal area, 
19 with two focal areas 
22 with three focal areas
13 with more than three focal areas



Overview: individual research competences



Overview: ongoing research projects (2008)



Conclusions

Results
Many of the focal areas within climate change research are closely interlinked, and as 
a result researchers in this report often associate their competences and projects with
several areas.

Some focal areas are more clearly represented than others (e.g. CC and agriculture; 
CC adaptation; CC mitigation)

Areas such as CC and Health, or CC and security tend to be less explored within the
Danish research community.

A quick GoogleScholar search suggest a similar trend elsewhere, although it also appears
that an increased focus on health and security in relation to CC has emerged

Methodological considerations
If a similar mapping exercise is to be carried out with more in-depth analysis in the
future, it should be considered to focus on less- and more explicitly defined focal
areas. 

Also, fixed criteria for assessing the relevance of research projects would ensure a 
more consistent methodology for the overview.



Conclusions

…however:

The three research networks believe that the researchers and resource
persons included in this report could provide decision-makers and 
development workers with evidence of relevance which can inform policies
and development activities.



Thank you !


