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 Foreword

In this immense stream of information 
there is a clear need for structures and 
modalities for engaging and sharing information 
among professionals working in the same 
field. During the last four and a half years, 
the Danish Development Research Network 
(DDRN) has demonstrated that this need 
exists. It has also shown how a network can 
attract members from around the world and 
provide significant added value by facilitating:

 • Structured access to the latest research 
findings, meetings and other events

 • Multi-stakeholder dialogue and direct 
engagement from government ministries, 
private companies, universities, NGOs 
and individual researchers

 • North-South cooperation focusing on 
joint and needs based approaches

The report is really a story about success 
and what made it successful. It can 
hopefully provide good examples and 

learning for other similar networks. Focus 
has been on being inclusive and flexible, 
creatively using  the skills of members and 
making information available effectively. 

I have become very engaged in DDRN 
over the years, first as a member of the 
Network and later on the Board where I 
have been the Chair for the last year. I have 
benefited tremendously in my professional 
life from the network, its activities and 
from engaging with its members.

Despite strong efforts, especially by the 
Secretariat, securing DDRN’s future with 
financial support from Danida, has not been 
successful.

It is still hard to understand why such a 
successful activity has to loose its core 
funding, but with the commitment of 
involved individuals among members, in 
the Secretariat and the Board, and the little 
funds remaining from the current grant, it is 

 Knowledge networks and 
 networking knowledge
The term ‘networks’ has become fashionable in recent years and 
the emergence of web-based social and professional networks has 
dramatically changed the way we communicate and share 
information with many people around the world. 
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fortunately possible to continue a minimum 
level of activities on a voluntary basis for 
the rest of 2011. We hope a new and even 
stronger Network will emerge from this 
initiative in the future.

All this has been made possible through the 
skills and dedication of the core Secretariat 
team supported over time by a number of very 
talented student members. Special thanks goes 
to Anne Sørensen, Kris Prasada-Rao, 
Lone Frederiksen and Marianne Forti.

John Christensen 
Chaiman of DDRN Board and 
Head of UNEP Risoe Centre on Energy, 
Climate and Sustainable Development
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