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1. Introduction

This report covers the implementation of the activities carried out in the Danish Development
Research Network (DDRN) during the period May 2009 — May 2010.

The network is one of several mechanisms for organizing and managing research and research-
related activities involving several actors. In addition there are programmes, associations, and
consortiums. They all have different functions and forms, their rationale differs, and the output
that they typically produce varies. It might therefore make sense to make a distinction between
networks that are institutionalized as such and other research management mechanisms like
research programmes, associations and consortiums, in which networking is subordinate to other
objectives and typically support member interests only. Understanding the logic behind various
institutional mechanisms for organizing and funding multi-actor research activities is important
for the understanding of DDRN. The points above are summarized in table 1.

Table 1. Various mechanisms for organizing and funding research

Network Programme Association Consortium
Function Facilitating and | Producing new Catalyzing Coordinating
communicating research individual multiple research
interests institutions
Form Flexible Purposive Legal Integrative
Management | Participatory Academic Elected Administrative
Participation | By choice By interest By obligation By agreement
Outputs Variable briefs Individual/joint Conference Miscellaneous
and references publications papers joint products

Source: Adapted from Hyden, Goran and Serensen, Anne: The Role of Networks in Development Research: Review
of Four Norwegian Research Entities (Draft Evaluation Report, NORAD 2010)

The facilitating and communicating functions are key activities for DDRN'’s aim to enhance the
use of research results and research based knowledge in development assistance and in partner
countries’ development activities. To achieve its aim, DDRN engages in a broad variety of linking
and communication activities targeted at members of the network and at external key
stakeholders, e.g. donor agencies and research institutions.

More specifically, DDRN operates to promote linkages between research and practice; research
collaboration across research institutions in Denmark and in the South; and across institutions in
Denmark. It broadly covers the areas of: agriculture; environment; and governance, economic
policy and public administration. Its form is flexible and allows for adopting new themes as needs
arise. Since 2008 climate change, food security, and research communication have been cross-
cutting focal themes of DDRN.




In the following sections of this report, progress is assessed vis-a-vis the objectives and targets set
for 2009/10. Emphasis will be put on highlighting important milestones, achievements and
challenges. Targets and indicators at output level for 2009/10 are indicated in the Logical
Framework Analysis Matrixes (Annexes 1 and 2).

2. Progress and Achievements

In the following pages, progress will be analysed vis-a-vis milestones set for 2009/2010 within the
four major areas of DDRN activities, namely: 1) Linking research and development; 2) Increasing
knowledge and experience exchange opportunities for members; 3) Research dissemination and
communication skills enhancement for members; and 4) Enhancing partnerships.

2.1. Linking research and development

One of the main reasons for merging the three thematic knowledge networks in 2006 was to
provide a single entry point to the broader Danish resource base within the areas covered by the
former three networks, including not only universities and research institutions, but also NGOs
and the private sector working within the area of research and development. As a result of the
merger we today have a broad member base comprising institutions and individuals from various
sectors and stakeholder groups. A broad member base including non-researcher stakeholder
groups is crucial to linking research and development. The multi-stakeholder dimension of DDRN
is unique; and there is an increasing demand for collaboration from the rather few networks and
fora that include all the key actors in research and development. Participation of multiple
stakeholders is also becoming a key requirement in many competitive grant schemes for research
related to developing countries, especially in research funding schemes of the European Union
(EV).

The key tools and strategies applied in enhancing multi-stakeholder interaction are face-to-face
briefings aimed at introducing development staff and partner institutions to the knowledge
resource base in Denmark; collecting information about the research needs and priorities of
developing countries and disseminating this information to relevant actors in the North, including
researchers and policymakers; production of thematic competence profiles and research
overviews; and providing technical inputs to Danish embassies and to relevant strategy papers
and action plans of development partners and partner institutions. Major achievements and
challenges are discussed below.

2.1.1. Briefings of advisers, development staff, and partner institutions

By conducting face-to-face briefings, DDRN provides a most valued support for researchers as
well as users of research based knowledge. Knowledge inputs about the Danish resource base are
tailored to the needs of the users, e.g. Southern researchers who want to explore the resource
base with a view of identifying partners in research collaboration projects or development staff
who need a resource person for a specific task or an introduction to the knowledge resource base
in Denmark. In order to update the knowledge about the interests of specific member groups, a
needs assessment survey has recently been conducted among development consultants in
DDRN. The role as knowledge intermediary and a neutral entry point to research related



institutions, resources and knowledge in Denmark, is crucial in briefing of development staff and
partner institutions. In this capacity DDRN was also invited to participate in the roundtable
discussions at the annual meeting of the Danish ambassadors. Furthermore, in 2009/10 DDRN
held three briefing meetings in Denmark for the Danida supported pilot research projects in
Tanzania and Vietnam. DDRN also keeps staff at Danida headquarters updated on a continuous
basis, e.g. through meetings and email correspondence concerning major activities of the
network.

For instance, the Universities, Business and Research in Agricultural Innovation (UniBRAIN)
project team has also used DDRN as its main entry point to the Danish resource base and
knowledge intermediary vis-a-vis Danish universities. DDRN was used as an entry point to Danish
expertise on science and research communication by the Vietnamese Ministry of Science and
Technology (MOST). For more information about these initiatives, see section 2.4: Enhancing
Partnerships. With regard to Danish embassies in developing countries, DDRN visited the
embassies in Tanzania and Vietnam and follow-up on previous knowledge inputs and contacts
with the embassy in Bolivia was made.

Achievements: During the reporting period DDRN's role as knowledge intermediary has been
employed extensively and the interest of Southern research institutions and researchers in using
DDRN as a first entry point to the Danish resource base has increased. The visits to Danish
embassies in Tanzania and Vietnam have also resulted in enhanced dialogue and information
exchange, especially regarding the pilot research projects.

Challenges: DDRN operates in an environment of constant change in development personnel and
priorities. This makes it difficult to uphold and sustain relationships with embassy and
development staff over time and affects the potential use of the knowledge and resources of the
network. Furthermore, research is often not ranked highest on the long list of priorities and tasks,
in which embassies and development programmes are engaged. On the other hand, the frequent
circulation of staff in development work is also an opportunity for collaborating with well known
staff on new issues and with new countries.

2.1.2. Mappings, guidelines, and competence profiles

DDRN publishes a variety of documents with different purposes. Guidelines provide researchers
and others dealing with development research with practical tools and methodologies for their
work. Research overviews synthesize results of available research on a specific theme, commonly
in a specific country or region. Competence profiles collect and provide an easily accessible
overview of the resource base (projects, researchers, and institutions) within a specific theme in a
specific country or region, thereby improving the access of development research users (e.g.
policy makers and practitioners) to relevant expertise and experts.

During the period, the following documents were published by DDRN:

e Review of European frameworks and strategies for collaboration on higher education and
research in development. The purpose of this review was to take stock of past experiences
and to clarify options for future interventions. The review provides an important input to
these discussions by synthesizing and documenting the most successful arrangements in



Europe. The report from this review was presented at the conference on "“Strategic
Collaboration on Higher Education and Research for Development — Drivers and Challenges”
on May 25, 2009. Parallel to this, DDRN also funded an overview of ENRECA projects (Danida
funded research capacity building collaboration projects) including project management
challenges and opportunities (see below).

Project management in research capacity building projects — a review of management
experiences, challenges, and opportunities in ENRECA projects, April 2010. This in-depth
review is based on a combination of interviews and questionnaires targeting managers of
Danida funded ENRECA projects based at Danish institutions and a review of relevant project
management literature and reports from the ENRECA programme. The report presents
general trends, key challenges and experiences, and recommendations of project managers.
A brief synthesis of the key findings has also been produced.

Project management guidelines for research capacity building partnerships. The purpose of
this document is to draw attention to key issues and recommendations based on the findings
of the project management review and recommendations from project managers. The
document is structured in accordance with the various stages of the project cycles. The
document is not intended as a blueprint for project preparation and management, but rather
as a reference tool highlighting good practices and key issues, and pointing towards specific
tools available. The primary target group is research capacity building project managers in the
North, but the document is of relevance to all parties involved in research capacity building
projects.

Internationalisation of Higher Education and Research: The Case of Southern Africa-Nordic
Centre (SANORD). This document was the result of an internet based online survey carried
out among SANORD member institutions by DDRN during the period October-November
2009. Key issues addressed in the survey included the rationale for and priorities in
internationalisation; strategies, challenges and benefits of internationalisation; and
programmes within HE and research. The purpose of the survey was to get an overview of
SANORD member institutions’ programmes and strategies on internationalisation of higher
education and research and to provide an input for discussion at a parallel session on ‘Higher
Education and Research Collaboration in a Globalized World" at the SANORD Conference
2009: “Inclusion and Exclusion in Higher Education” held in Grahamstown, South Africa 7-9
December, 2009. This parallel session was organised DDRN together with Danish SANORD
member universities.

Overview of research projects and research capacity in Gender and Development in Denmark
— Minding the Gaps and Opportunities - with focus on agriculture, environment and climate,
and governance issues. The production of this document is closely linked to DDRN's
membership of the Danish GenderNET and to the commitment DDRN made in April 2008
when responding to the then Danish development minister Ulla Ternaes’'s MDG3 Call for
Action to all national and international actors “to do something extra to achieve the United
Nation’s Millennium Development Goal 3" (MDG3), which is gender equality and women'’s
empowerment. The main purpose of the overview was to provide information about Danish
competences for research partners in developing and other countries in order to facilitate the
development of research proposals and inform development practices and policies within the
areas covered by the network (www.konsnet.dk/Default.aspx?ID=17119). In addition, the
overview was a DDRN contribution to the Copenhagen Conference on Gendered Governance,
September 30 — October 1, 2009, organized by GenderNET’s member organizations, including
DDRN. Preliminary findings of the gender overview were presented at the conference.




Finally, the DDRN secretariat produced an internal document on the experiences from producing
mappings, guidelines, and competence profiles aimed at informing development programmes
and collaborating institutions about relevant competences and research results. The main
purpose of producing this paper was internal learning and knowledge sharing.

Achievements: The mappings, guidelines, and competence profiles produced in the reporting
period have generally been well received and have provided a useful starting point for events,
working groups, joint initiatives, and promotion of DDRN internationally. Danida Fellowship
Centre (DFC) has found the project management guidelines and review especially useful and will
hand out a brief description and link to the reports at a meeting for research administrators from
donor agencies in the Netherlands. Furthermore, DFC has encouraged DDRN to send the
documents to the members of FFU (Forskningsfagligt Udvalg).

Challenges: Ensuring a uniform quality standard of documents has been difficult. The process of
announcing requests for proposals has proven time consuming and yielded mixed results. The
secretariat has reviewed the experiences with documents commissioned with
members/consultants.

Monitoring and measuring the use and impact of the information contained in the overviews has
proven difficult. The feedback received from users has reached the secretariat in many different
and often indirect ways, e.g. when meeting people at meetings and conferences or visits to
developing countries.

Mappings and competence profiles provide a snapshot at the time they were produced. In the
dynamic and fast-changing development sector, it is difficult to ensure that the publications
remain up-to-date and relevant over time; and the secretariat considers developing an approach
to promote dynamic publications that are continuously updated.

2.1.3. Policy and strategy inputs

The knowledge inputs that DDRN provides to policies and strategies can be divided into two
types, namely: 1) event related inputs, and 2) process related inputs. The annual Danida
Development Days is an example of a recurrent event, to which DDRN provides inputs and
support. In 2009, DDRN provided assistance to the organisation of session 5 on Linking University
Education and Business in Sustainable Agriculture (UniBRAIN), an initiative of the Danish Africa
Commission. Provision of knowledge inputs to Danida related to the Danish Africa Commission
started when the Commission was still working; and during the current reporting period DDRN
has continued to provide assistance to the follow-up activities of the Commission, especially to
the UniBRAIN initiative. Inputs have been made in the form of comments on key documents,
participation in meetings, and provision of information and contacts. DDRN has also been called
upon to assist the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) in
developing its strategic plan for the next 5 years.

With regard to the new draft strategy for Danish development assistance, individual DDRN
members have used the opportunities arising from the hearing process to highlight the
importance of capacity building in research and higher education in future Danish support to
developing countries. Knowledge and research related inputs have been delivered through
participation in meetings and debates, and by writing newspaper articles and participating in



radio programmes. Inputs have also been made to specific focal areas in the proposed strategy,
e.g. gender equality, where DDRN together with the Danish Youth Council (DUF) has approached
the Minister for Development with a concrete proposal of establishing a task force that can assist
with the operationalization and development of an action plan for this focal area of the new
strategy. Furthermore, the DDRN working group on Global Value Chains in Business and
Development and the Climate Change Task Force joint initiative (both described in section 2.2)
held informal meetings with Danida to provide inputs to the process of operationalizing the
strategy.

Achievements: DDRN has gradually moved away from a supply driven approach and a one way
channel with regard to strategy inputs and a focus on Danish development strategies and policies,
to a demand driven approach and inclusion of support to collaborating institutions’ strategies and
policies both in Europe and in the South. Especially, the increasing demand for strategic inputs
from DDRN among European and Southern institutions and networks is considered to be an
important achievement in enhancing knowledge and experience sharing across North-South.

Challenges: Whereas the strategic inputs made to the general Danish development policy cover
several DDRN focal and cross-cutting areas, e.g. gender, climate, and agriculture, DDRN strategy
inputs related to the Danish Africa policy mainly fall within the area of agriculture and (although
to a less extent) climate change. This is partly due to historically strong links between the Danish
resource base/DDRN and African institutions within agricultural research for development, but it
also reflects the important role agriculture plays in Africa. The scope and opportunities for
providing strategic inputs on Africa within some of the other areas covered by the network
member base besides agriculture could be further explored.

Table 2: Summary of milestones and progress in linking research and development 2009/2010

Milestone Progress
Development organisations and v’ 3 briefing meetings for groups of researchers from Danida
collaborating partners better informed funded pilot research projects in Vietnam and Tanzania
about DDRN and the research, expertise v 1 briefing meeting for staff at the DK Embassy in Tanzania
and skills of Danish resource base within v 1briefing meeting for staff at the DK Embassy in Vietnam
research and development ¥" Occasional meetings with MFA on various issues and
topics
v’ Participation in roundtable discussions of Danish
ambassadors
Mappings, guidelines, competence ¥v" EU frameworks and strategies for collaboration in Higher
profiles produced for enhanced research Education (HE) and Research for development
communication, and experience and ¥v" Management experiences from ENRECA projects
knowledge sharing ¥" North-South Research Project Management guidelines
¥ Internationalisation of HE at Southern Africa-Nordic
Centre (SANORD) universities
v" Gender & development research in Denmark
Research-related inputs to policy and v" Support to Danida Development Days
strategy development v" Technical input to development of the UniBRAIN

programme
v' Technical input to RUFORUM strategic planning meeting




v Danish Embassy/ Ministry of Agriculture in Bolivia assisted
with identifying resource persons for developing new
agricultural research institute

¥’ Letter to Danish Minister of Development on

establishment of task force on gender and development

(jointly with Danish Youth Council (DUF)

Input to RUFORUM strategic Planning Meeting

2 informal working group and task force inspiration

meetings with Danida on climate change and global value

chains in relation to strategy development process

AN

2.2. Increasing knowledge and experience exchange opportunities for members:
The heart of DDRN

As mentioned earlier, the member base of DDRN is very broad and consists of individuals and
institutions from research and development practice. While a large section of the members are
based in Denmark, an increasing number of new members are from other countries, most notably
in the South. During the last year, the number of members has increased with 35 %. Every week,
several new members are registered; and an improved registration procedure now allows
gathering detailed information about the new members. In the past year the number of new
members from countries in the South has been increasing, so while they account for approx. 40 %
of the total of network members, they comprise 65 % of the members registered in the last few
months. This trend may indicate that DDRN has reached most of the development community in
Denmark with an interest in research-based knowledge. It can also be seen as a sign of the
increased international visibility of the Network.

The degree to which members engage in activities of the network can vary, from just receiving
and reading the newsletters distributed by the Secretariat, to actively organising working groups
and events. To members outside Denmark, DDRN is primarily a source of information and links to
the resource base in Denmark; and they only occasionally participate in DDRN events. To
members in Denmark, the network is also a platform to engage in various activities on a more
regular basis; and to all it is a potential way of becoming visible, i.e. if they choose to have an
online profile on the website.

Maintaining an interested member base requires continuous nurturing, including timely replies to
enquiries from members and others, and continuous attention to needs and interests arising.

2.2.1. Member led activities

DDRN facility for member activities

DDRN provides opportunities for members to engage in cooperation and knowledge sharing
activities across disciplines and sectors as well as in innovative ideas that would be difficult to
implement within their institutional settings. Members are thereby exposed to different ideas,
concepts, and perspectives of value to their day-to-day work and research activities and have the
opportunity to interact and form new partnerships for collaboration. This is particularly valuable
in relation to development, which by nature is multifaceted and interdisciplinary.

The interest from members in Denmark and the South in utilizing the opportunities offered by
DDRN has grown significantly, and it is not possible to support all applications fulfilling the formal
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eligibility requirements for support from DDRN. Therefore, a set of guiding principles have been
introduced, when assessing eligible applications, where the following are prioritised:
1. Applications supporting priority themes, strategic considerations, and/or DDRN'’s work
plans for 2010-11,
Activities in the South,
Applications where DDRN funding would be a significant contribution and critical for the
activity.

Of the above principles, 1) is given the highest importance, and 3) the lowest importance.
Furthermore, in Nov 2009, it was decided by the Board to prioritise applications for innovative
ideas and workshops/seminars over support to member participation in international events, as
the former two have proven to provide a more long-term contribution to bringing DDRN
members together (e.g. in working groups) and to the overall delivery on DDRN'’s objectives.
Therefore, in 2010-2011, “participation in international events” is no longer a separate category.

Achievements: The DDRN facility for member activities has proven a catalytic tool in creating
opportunities for interdisciplinary sharing on key development issues, fostering active
cooperation among members (e.g. by enabling working groups to implement specific activities)
and enhancing the outreach of DDRN.

Challenges: Unfortunately, most applications from South members do not fulfil the eligibility
criteria; common reasons are a) difficulties for South members to establish partnerships with
active Danish participation, and b) a tendency to seek funding for capacity building/training,
research projects and community development projects rather than interdisciplinary cooperation
and knowledge sharing. Furthermore, most applications received concern workshops, seminars
and conferences and relatively few innovative applications are received under the “other
activities” category. Improving the relevance of South applications and promoting innovative
ideas remain a challenge.

The list of activities supported in May 2009-May 2010 is shown in Annex 3. The type of activities
and the involved institutions are shown in figures 1 and 2.
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Figure 1: Member driven activities June 2009 — May 2010

Participation in
international events

25%
Other Workshops, seminars,
o conferences
13% 6206

Figure 2: Institutional distribution of activities

Institutions in South: 4

University of
Copenhagen: 7

NGOs: 1

DDRN working
groups: 3

Other DK research

Institutions: 2 Aalborg University: 5

Copenhagen
Business School: 2

Roskilde University: 2 Aarhus University: 2
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The working groups

The working groups are a dynamic tool that provides members with a space for cooperation on
agreed activities under specific themes and for responding jointly to emerging issues and
opportunities. Working groups provide an opportunity for members and others to work on joint
activities across institutions, disciplines, and sectors. Most working groups comprise a mixture of
researchers, practitioners, and other stakeholders. Working groups are flexible and dynamic, and
of an informal nature, thereby enabling members to use the setup most appropriate for the
objectives, interests and capacity of the members. Through its working groups, DDRN has the
capacity to provide qualified and research based inputs to policy/strategy processes and provide a
multi-stakeholder forum for further discussion and analysis of new concepts and approaches in
development.

Working groups are generally initiated and lead by members, but have access to support from the
Secretariat.

During the period, 2 new working groups were initiated and 2 groups closed. Thus, there are

currently 4 active groups:

e Global Value Chains in Business and Development: This group was formed at a follow-up
meeting in November 2009 after the DDRN conference “Global Value Chains, Business and
Development”. The group is planning a range of activities, including events, a critical review of
GCV tools and case studies/analyses. The first activity of the group was an informal inspiration
meeting with Danida. More information is available on the website of DDRN.

e Poverty and Environment: The focus of this group has been to conduct seminars on key issues
related to the poverty-environment nexus. One seminar was held in the period: "The Role of
the Private Sector in Sustainable Natural Resource Management and Poverty Alleviation in
Developing Countries". More information is available on the website of DDRN.

e OASD - Organic Agriculture for Sustainable Development: This group has arranged annual
workshops; in the period one was held in Uganda: “Organic Agriculture for Improved Food
Security in Africa”. More information is available on the website of DDRN.

e NISN - Nordic Indonesia Studies Network: A joint group together with the Nordic Institute of
Asian Studies (NIAS), University of Copenhagen. This group comprises master students, PhD
students, and researchers. This already existing group was established as a DDRN working
group in December 2009. Its main activity is an annual workshop. Furthermore, it conducts
minor seminars. More information is available on the website of DDRN.

Achievements: Some working groups have established close working relations with Danida, e.g.
the GVC Working Group is a sparring partner for Danida in relation to thinking a pro-poor global
value chain approach into the private sector development/agribusiness support.

Challenges: The informal nature of working groups is both a strength and a weakness; on one
hand it allows for flexibility and innovation, but on the other hand it has in some cases created
uncertainty with regard to exactly what is expected of the groups and made it difficult for the
Secretariat to maintain an overview of their status and the use of the DDRN ‘brand’.

Joint Initiatives
Joint initiatives are strategic tools where DDRN join forces with relevant partners to enhance the
impact in strategic priority areas. Joint initiatives can take many forms and use various
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approaches, depending on their specific objectives. Some joint initiatives can provide similar
opportunities and benefits to those of working groups, but with the added strength of joining
forces with other institutions with similar interest. Other joint initiatives can seek to build
capacities in the South in order to form partnerships for inter-disciplinary research, engage in
debates and processes, and promote North-South research partnerships.

During the period, DDRN was involved in two joint initiatives:

e CCTF - Climate Change Task Force (partners: DWF (Danish Water Forum) and
ENRECAHEALTH). CCTF has 60 members (most of whom are DDRN members), mainly
researchers but also consultants and government staff (MFA and Danish Ministry of Cloimate
and Energy). A core group was established at a CCTF meeting Oct 2009. On March 2010 CCTF
held a meeting with informal Danida participation on “Climate change challenges seen in the
perspective of the UN COP process and the new Danida development strategy”. More
information is available on the website of DDRN.

e SACCNet - Southern Africa Climate Change Network (partners: DWF, DBL — Centre for Health
Research and Development, and ENRECAHEALTH). The purpose of participating in SACCNet
is to strengthen the capacity of researchers in SADC to undertake interdisciplinary research,
to provide them with a platform to contribute with research based knowledge to regional
debates and processes, and to promote North-South research partnerships. A logo has been
developed and the website is under development with funding from ENRECAHEALTH.
Working groups are under formation, but are not actively functioning yet; 2-3 working group
workshops are scheduled for August 2010. More information is available on the website of
DDRN.

Achievements: The establishment of a core group has invigorated the CCTF, which during the
period has planned significant activities for the autumn 2010 and facilitated cooperation with
Danida, e .g. in relation to a planned joint event. Furthermore, as a result of their participation in
the CCTF, a group of researchers have come together in an inter-disciplinary research project.

Challenges: SACCNet is at the moment largely driven by a few members of the Interim Steering
Committee, which has caused significant delays in establishing a well-functioning network.
Ensuring active participation of the member base remains a challenge, but it is hoped that the
planned working group workshops will change this.

Assessment of priorities and interests of member groups

As a network comprising various stakeholder groups, it is crucial for DDRN to take differing views
and interests into account. For example, an important group of members is consultants as they
use development research, possess a lot of practical experience researchers potentially can tap
into, and sometimes undertake research themselves. Some consultant members actively
participate in DDRN activities such as events, working groups, and joint initiatives. To better
understand the interests of this group in DDRN and how to further involve consultants in DDRN,
an online survey was conducted in March-April 2010. The results will be analysed by the
Secretariat and presented to the members in a brief report.

2.2.2. Conferences and seminars
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Community building and convening are two of the key functions of DDRN. DDRN fulfil these
functions by organising unifying events, such as conferences and meetings on topics of relevance
to research and development, and by bringing together individuals and groups from different
institutions, disciplines, and countries.

The conferences and seminars held in the reporting period, including DDRN conferences and co-
organised/co-funded events, are briefly described below:

25-26/05/2009: DDRN conference on “Strategic Collaboration on Higher Education and
Research for Development — Drivers and Challenges”. This conference was held at Aarhus
University on May 25-26, 2009, in connection with the DDRN General Assembly 2009. The main
purpose of the conference was to highlight and discuss the challenges and opportunities in
current higher education and research collaboration in development with a view of developing
improved strategic frameworks for capacity building in research and higher education suitable for
addressing the problems in developing countries. This conference focused on how to develop new
modalities and design principles based on equitable collaboration. The conference had more than
5o participants, who included researchers, consultants and NGO representatives. All
presentations and documents from the conference are available on the website of DDRN.

30/09-01/10/2009: “Gendered Governance, Copenhagen”. This conference was organised by
GenderNET in collaboration with member organisations (including DDRN). The initial findings of
the consultant working on mapping the Danish researcher resource base in relation to gender and
within DDRN'’s thematic areas were presented at a parallel session to a small group of interested
participants, which triggered a discussion on the use of research capacity in Denmark by NGOs.
Detailed information is available at the website of GenderNET.

20/11-02/12/2009: Experience Sharing Workshop: “Development of Enterprise in Solar Drying
of Fruit and Vegetables”. DDRN supported this workshop, where staff of the Danida funded
research project “Development of Enterprise in Solar Drying of Fruit and Vegetables for
Employment Creation”, Tanzania, visited Uganda to learn from the experiences of a number of
private enterprises. The workshop report is available at the website of DDRN.

09/12/2009: Parallel session on “Strategic Collaboration on N-S-S Collaboration in Higher
Education and Research for Development”. This parallel session was part of the SANORD 2™
International Conference “Inclusion and Exclusion”, held in South Africa in December 2009. The
session went well and was well attended (more than 30 participants). The above-mentioned
DDRN report “Internationalisation of Higher Education and Research: The Case of SANORD" was
presented at the session. All documents and presentations of the session can be downloaded
from the website of DDRN.

03/02/2010: Southern African Nordic Centre (SANORD): “Multilateral Networking,
Cooperation and Mobility through Research and Higher Education — What is in it for you?”
This meeting was arranged as a follow up on the SANORD Conference in 2009. The main focus of
the meeting was to reflect on the outcomes of the conference and discuss what should be the
next steps in the strengthening of the collaboration between the universities in the SANORD
network. Nine persons participated in the meeting. The programme, the presentations, and the
minutes of the meeting can be downloaded from the website of DDRN.

15



18/03/2010: "Agricultural Development and Support: Experience from the past, prospects for
the future?" The public meeting on experiences with support to agriculture aimed at bringing
together development practitioners, researchers, representatives of partner countries, donor
agencies and their evaluation departments to discuss experiences in the field and possible ways
forward. The seminar was organised by the Evaluation Department and the Technical Advisory
Service in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs together with DDRN and provided an opportunity to
discuss interventions and policies to combat causes of malnutrition and make suggestions for
future policy changes.

Achievements: The conferences and seminars held during the reporting period have served a
range of purposes. The two events focusing on North-South cooperation in higher education and
research have been very useful in terms of drawing attention to a key - but often neglected - issue
in development. The jointly organised conference on agricultural development and support
strengthened the network’s link to the evaluation department in Danida/MFA and provided a
platform for members across disciplines and sectors for sharing and discussion on this specific
development theme. The participation in GenderNET has proven a valuable vehicle for DDRN to
link up with NGOs and highlight the relevance of research based knowledge for both
programme/project implementation and advocacy. This has also led to cooperation with NGO
Forum around a planned joint conference on networks; and with the NGO Education Network and
the Danish School of Education (DPU)/AU, around e.g. a joint conference on research, education
and development, which will take place on May 27, 2010. The programme of the conference (in
Danish) can be downloaded from the home page of the NGO Education Network. The experience
sharing workshop in Uganda provided a valuable opportunity for researchers and private sector in
Africa to link up and to share knowledge and experiences.

Finally, all the conferences have provided networking opportunities, which can lead to the
formation of new partnerships and initiatives and provide inputs to processes.

Challenges: At the Gendered Governance conference it became clear that the links between the
research and NGO communities could be further strengthened and that Danish NGOs could use
research more actively and engage more proactively in collaboration with researchers. Joint
events with several actors involved in planning and implementation are sometimes very time-
consuming, especially if partner inputs are unbalanced.

2.2.3. Danish MSc students’ opportunities for conducting development-oriented field
studies increased

Travel Grants for Master Students

From the May call 2009 Danida Fellowship Centre (DFC) took over the administration of the
Travel Grants. Since then DDRN was thus only charged with assessing the local attachment and
the relevance of the theses for Danish development assistance in order to forward a
recommendation to DFC on selection of applications to receive funding. This task also implied
responding to questions from students before they send in their applications. At a coordination
meeting between DFC, ENRECAHEALTH and DDRN the priorities and modilities of the
assessement were established. According to MFA all grants from the November call and onwards
must be between DKK 10,000 and 15,000 (unless a smaller amount had been applied for). As a
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follow up activity, DDRN publishes abstracts of the theses on the website. The number of
awarded grants disaggregated by gender and institution is shown in Table 3.

Achievements: The travel grant scheme is a valuable contribution enabling students to carry out
field work abroad, which gives important hands-on experiences of opportunities and challenges in
development work. Having their abstracts published on the DDRN website is another important
asset for students drawing attention to their fields of interest and thus supporting their career
opportunities. Finally, DDRN's involvement in answering requests from students and in publishing
abstracts offers opportunities of contact and thus of engaging the young segment of the resource
base in DDRN's activities.

Challenges: The fact that DFC has taken over the administration of the travel grants means that
students are often in doubt whether to direct their questions to DFC or to DDRN and that the
direct contact to students has been decreased. Being bound by a minimum amount per grant of
DKK 10,000 implies that applications that are formally eligible for support may have to be
rejected because the total amount to be granted is limited. This is reflected in the number of
applications approved in May and November, respectively (see Table 4).

Table 3: Awarded travel grants for Danish MSc students within agriculture, environment, and
governance disaggregated by institution and sex

Institution Male Female Total No
May 2009 Call 14 16 30
Aalborg University - - -
Aarhus University 1 3 4
Copenhagen Business School - 3 3
Roskilde University 6 3 9
Technical University of Denmark -

University of Copenhagen 6 7 13
University of Southern Denmark 1 - 1
Nov 2009 Call 12 11 23

Aalborg University 2 2
Aarhus University 1 1
Copenhagen Business School 1 2 3
Roskilde University 4 9
Technical University of Denmark -
University of Copenhagen 4 3 7
University of Southern Denmark - 1 1

Inspiration Seminars for Master Students

The objective of the inspiration seminars, which are held alternately at relevant Danish
universities, is to draw the students’ attention to possibilities and challenges of working with
Danish development assistance and of carrying out field work in a developing country. Besides
presentations on DDRN, a teacher and a student from the university in question present ideas for
theses and field work experiences. If possible, a representative from MFA or from a consulting
firm contributes with a presentation of possibilities and challenges within the development
sector.
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Achievements: The seminars offer evident opportunities of direct contact between DDRN and
potential future development professionals. After the seminars the network usually receives a
substantial number of student members. Inputs from presenters from outside the university
world appear to give important inspiration for new themes and approaches.

Challenges: It is not always easy to find the right time of the year for inspiration seminars vis-a-vis
travel grants deadlines and university curricula. External resource persons, in particular from
MFA, have problems finding time to participate.

Other student related activities

The two student assistants that work at the Secretariat have taken lead on creation of a ‘science
shop’ aiming to facilitate links between students and development professionals / NGOs. Science
shops are found at the websites of some universities, but they do not distinguish between
different thematic areas; and as such it is not possible to search for development related
announcements. The facility is in the pipeline to be launched at the DDRN website soon.

Table 4: Summary of milestones and progress in increasing knowledge and experience
exchange opportunities for members 2009/2010

Milestone Progress
Member engagement in and v" 33 member applications received, 16 activities implemented (workshop,
leadership in network seminars, conferences, participation in international events, other)
activities increased v" 10 member workshops and seminars held with DDRN support
v 4 active member working groups (2 new, 2 closed), some cooperating
closely with Danida
v 1working group after work meeting
v Active Climate Change Task Force with DWF and ENRECAHEALTH with
close dialogue and cooperation with Danida
v" Continued support to SACCNet with DWF, DBL and ENRECAHEALTH
v’ Survey of interests and priorities of consultant members conducted
Conferences, seminars and Topics covered (in alphabetical order):
public meetings conducted in v Agricultural support and development
Denmark and in the global v Food, Nutrition and Gender
South v' Gendered Governance
v Higher Education &Research
v' Multilateral Networking, Cooperation and Mobility through Research
and Higher Education
v Research Communication
v’ University collaboration and internationalisation of Higher education
and research
v’ Value chain dried food and vegetables in Eastern Africa
Danish MSc students’ v 4inspiration seminars (CBS, KU-LIFE, DTU, AAU)
opportunities for conducting v" Travel Grants: 3 calls - May 2009: 40/30 and November 2009: 42/23
development-oriented field applications received/approved
studies increased v Student site on web: incl. approx. 25 abstracts of Master’s theses

posted
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2.3. Research dissemination and communication skills enhancement for members

Since 2008, research dissemination and communication has been a prioritised DDRN focal theme
as improved communication throughout the implementation of research projects and
dissemination of research results is believed to contribute to enhanced application of research in
development practice. The approach of DDRN in this area is twofold. The Secretariat 1)
contribute to dissemination of research results and other information of relevance to researchers
and practitioners through the website and newsletter services, and 2) enhance the skills of
members and collaborating partners to improve their communication work through seminars and
workshops on communication. The Secretariat also produces information material to recruit new
members and provide information about the network to collaborating partners.

DDRN website and member database

Great effort is exerted by the Secretariat to maintain an updated website providing new
information of relevance to members from all segments of the member base. Furthermore, new
features have been added to the website; and more are to be introduced in the near future to
make it more consistent with the communication strategy of DDRN, to align it with new web.2
tools that allow for more interaction among members and to make navigation easier and more
effective. The improvements introduced in the past year include: change of server to improve on
stability; establishment of online registration form; improvement of navigability; establishment
of an advanced search function; introduction of tags to search areas of work and expertise of
members; and adjustments to categories shown in the member profiles.

Achievements: The steady number of new members registering from several countries and all
stakeholder categories is a testimony to the relevance of the content of the website across
countries and professions. DDRN staff often gets positive feedback on the website in Denmark
and in developing countries when meeting collaborating partners from various stakeholder
categories. This is also evident from the increasing traffic on the DDRN website.

Challenges: The Secretariat often receives information that has not been published yet from
members. While at one hand aiming at a lively sharing of information within the network, the
Secretariat cannot, on the other hand, guarantee the quality of unpublished material, which is
thus not uploaded on the website. Unfortunately this may be a disincentive for members to share
information. The planned establishment of a member-to-member forum is expected to improve
this exchange.

Improvements of the website have tended to be very time consuming; and generally not being a
first priority, they have often been delayed. Although the number of online profiles has drastically
increased, many members still need to provide more detailed information to make the member
search engine as effective as intended; and more incentives to motivate members to register
more information are to be implemented.

DDRN Newsletters

Newsletters containing updates on all new information posted on the website are one of the core
activities of DDRN. Newsletters are sent out monthly. To avoid information overload, members
can select thematic news categories, while general news concerning the network and its focal
themes are still sent to all members. When need arises, news mails are also sent out, either to all
members or to specific groups, e.g. by country of residence or by thematic interest. The needs
assessment carried out in 2007/2008 and the preliminary results from the recent consultant
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member survey, show that newsletter and website information is considered the most important
activity and one of the main reasons for joining DDRN.

Achievements: A consistently high newsletter and news mail quality and relevance was
maintained, as indicated by a stable traffic on reading the newsletters and by feedback received
through emails and informal dialogue with members.

Seminars and workshops on research communication

To promote discussion and learning on research communication, the Secretariat continued the
series of seminars and workshops in Denmark and in the South that was initiated in 2008. Lessons
from the seminars and workshops on research communication carried out in 2008 and 2009 were
gathered in an internal brief, while a workshop and evaluation report of the two workshops in
2009 was completed and made available on the DDRN website. Events carried out in June 2009 —
May 2010 include:

12-14/08/2009: Strengthening communication in N/S research partnerships for development
— Tanzania and 22-24/09/2009: Strengthening communication in N/S research partnerships
for development — Vietnam. The workshops were designed according to the communication
activities planned by the Danida supported pilot research projects, including challenges
mentioned in the project descriptions. The concept developed for both workshops contained
several similar objectives, allowing for local variations. The overall goal was to address how to
plan communication activities strategically, e.g. whom to target, when, how, with which kind of
assistance, etc. The workshops thus implied working on initiating communications strategies for
each of the five projects involved. The report “Strengthening communication in North/South
research partnerships for development: Workshop and evaluation report” concerning the
workshops carried out in Vietnam and Tanzania last year was completed in January 2010 and
shared with the participants from Vietnam and Tanzania and the Danish embassies in the two
countries.

6/05/2010: Research for water, environment and development: Make sure that research is
relevant for societies — and is being used. This was a joint seminar hosted by DDRN, DWF and
ViVA (KU-LIFE). This seminar presented two approaches to research and communication: 1. The
European project Splash, an ERA-NET linked to the European Water Initiative, and 2.
Communication work and needs from the perspective of the Vietnamese Ministry of Science and
Technology.

Achievements: The pilot projects in Vietnam and Tanzania were provided with useful tools for
their future work with communication; and the experiences and positive feedback gathered so far
confirm that DDRN should continue implementing research communication activities. A useful
format was developed for communication capacity building workshops offering a solid framework
with resource material and links to resource persons. In Vietnam, the evaluation report was used
as an input to the annual meeting of the pilot projects in 2010. Furthermore, these activities
provided valuable opportunities to further strengthen links between DDRN and international
organisations working with research communication.

Challenges: Research communication is still a quite new concept and is generally not prioritised by
researchers, who are mostly engaged in dissemination through scientific publications. The
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number of researchers attending workshops in Denmark has been quite low, which calls for
strategic dissemination of results and outputs from events to research environments that could
benefit from new insights into this field, but do not prioritise attending.

DDRN promotion materials

To provide concise information of relevance to the various stakeholders that may be interested in
DDRN, DDRN has developed a variety of information materials. Most notable are brief leaflets
with general information about the network and the benefits for members; a new leaflet was
produced in October 2009 to reflect the focal themes of DDRN. The leaflet is supplemented by a
number of tailored pp presentations that frame the relevance of DDRN to the specific audience
targeted, including a presentation to be used by members when presenting the network at DDRN
supported events.

Furthermore, DDRN was contacted by the editors of the international Public Service Review:
Science and Technology Review, Issue 04, who needed a Danish contribution to follow the article
by the Danish Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries. This resulted in the publication in the
review of an article on DDRN and another one on climate change by two members of the
Network.

Achievements: Members and interested partners in Denmark, developing countries, and other
countries in the North have been informed about DDRN; and the Danish resource base has been
promoted at international level.

Table 5: Key milestones in research dissemination and communication skills enhancement for
members 2009/2010

Milestone Progress

Member database and v Registered members increased from 1473 to 2002 (35%)
website improved v Improved online registration procedure
v' Member profile setup improved
v Online profiles increased from 441 to 720 (63%)
v" Improvements on navigability of website
v Increased unique visits from 27,472 to 30,767 a year (11%)
General and thematic v' 84 newsletters
newsletters distributed v 16 news mails
Communication skills of v 2research communication workshops in Vietnam and Tanzania for 8o
members and collaborating researchers and external stakeholders from new research projects
partners strengthened v’ 1research communication seminar in Denmark
New promotion material v" New leaflet developed and over 2000 copies distributed
developed v’ 11 adjusted pp presentations of the network developed and used,
including new format for members
v Presentation of DDRN and article by network members included in
Science and Technology Review 2009

2.4. Enhancing Partnerships

The partnerships in which DDRN engages are linked to its support (facilitation and
communication) and advocacy roles, and not to implementation of research. This distinguishes
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the network from e.g. a research programme, in which the main function is production of new
research. The progress made in 2009/10 with regard to existing and new partnerships at national,
regional and global levels, is analysed in the following sub-sections.

2.4.1. Denmark: Coordination and collaboration with universities and networks

The Board and the secretariat had information and dialogue meetings at the following
institutions in 2009/2010: Aarhus University (in connection with the 2009 General Assembly),
University of Southern Denmark, Roskilde University, and UNEP Risoe Centre.

University platforms

During the reporting period the universities’ efforts to establish seven cross-institutional
platforms geared towards addressing capacity building and research of relevance to developing
countries and within areas where the Danish resource base has strong skills and expertise. The
report of the working group of Universities Denmark (DU) on developing countries can be
downloaded here. At the same time the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) informed DDRN
that the ministry intends to integrate the Danida supported research networks, including DDRN,
and centres into the new university platforms when these start operating. In the case of DDRN
this integration would take place when the current grant period ends by mid 2011. On May 6,
2010, representatives of the DDRN Board and the Secretariat had a first meeting with
representatives from the DU initiative. At the meeting it was decided that DU would call the three
knowledge networks for a meeting as soon as the platform coordinators were officially
appointed. It was also agreed to start up collaboration around a few concrete activities, e.g. the
planning of a joint seminar on modalities in research and higher education capacity building to be
held in the autumn of 2010, and the ministerial conference on higher education and research in
agriculture in Africa, to be held in November 2010 in Kampala, Uganda (see below).

In connection with the SANORD conference in South Africa, DDRN collaborated with the three
Danish universities that are members of SANORD; and the Conference on Higher Education held
in May 2009 was organised in collaboration with Aarhus University.

Knowledge and NGO Networks

Coordination meetings were held with ENRECAHEALTH in connection with the Danida travel
grants for Danish MSc students. DDRN also provided input to and/or carried out joint activities
with a number of Danish research and NGO networks, including Danish Water Forum (DWF), the
education network, NGO Forum, GenderNet and FAU. The input of DDRN in these activities have
mainly been in terms of participating in programme planning, identification of research related
resources and contacts, provision of knowledge and dissemination of information.

DDRN also participates in the Land Rights Network, an informal network initiated by MSAction
Aid, which brings together NGO staff, researchers, and consultants with a professional interest in
land rights and land tenure issues to share experiences and discuss agreed topics. Two meetings
were held during the period; the first established the network, and the second comprised
presentations of practical experiences with promoting land rights in Nepal at local level (MS
Action Aid) and in Central America at national level (Nepenthes).
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Furthermore, DDRN has an active partnership with DWF and ENRECAHEALTH in relation to the
CCTF (Climate Change Task Force) joint initiative, as described in section 2.2.1 above.

Achievements: The institutional visits to Danish universities in connection with DDRN Board
meetings have updated the network’s knowledge of ongoing research activities at Danish
universities and research institutions. The decisions to conduct a joint seminar on research and
higher education collaboration with DU and to hold a meeting between the three knowledge
networks and DU platform coordinators are positive steps forward in initiating a dialogue about
possible areas of collaboration and integration.

Challenges: It has been challenging to initiate a dialogue with the DU platforms. There is still
uncertainty with regard to the funding of the platforms; and the organisational structure with
platform coordinators is not yet in place. It has therefore been difficult to know with whom to
have the dialogue about collaboration. With the recent establishment of a small working group,
including a full time staff member placed at the DU secretariat, this situation is likely to improve.

2.4.2. Europe: Coordination and collaboration with universities and networks

Nordic Associations of Development Researchers

Prior to the Directors of European Association of Research and Training Institutes (EADI)
meeting, which took place in Copenhagen in October 2009, The Association of Development
Researchers in Denmark (FAU) had gathered Scandinavian development researchers and
institutions to discuss collaboration on future activities. DDRN participated in this meeting; and a
number of suggestions for possible joint activities were discussed. As a follow-up of this meeting
DDRN has approved an application from FAU for support to planning meetings to be held in
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway in 2010/11. The purpose of these meeting, in which DDRN will
also participate, is to plan for joint Scandinavian research related events, including a larger
conference in 2011. DDRN is a member of both FAU and EADI.

European and Global Networks on Agricultural Research for Development (ARD)

The participation of DDRN (and prior to DDRN, NETARD) in European fora and networks on ARD
goes back to the late go'ies. Today DDRN represents Denmark in all the major European
organisations on North-South and North-North collaboration within ARD, including the ARD
dimension of the European Research Area (ERA-ARD), European Forum on Agricultural Research
for Development (EFARD), and Platform for African-European Partnership on ARD (PAEPARD).
DDRN is a member of the steering committees of the latter two.

A brief and up-to-date description of the purpose and activities of the European organisation
within ARD, including the ones mentioned above, and an assessment of Danish involvement
herein, is attached as Annex 4.

In 2009 DDRN entered a new partnership with PEGNet, a sister network to DDRN based in
Germany, which brings together researchers with an interest in issues revolving around the
poverty-inequality-growth nexus in developing countries, and links them to the German
development policy bodies.
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Among other activities PEGNet organises international conferences and workshops in order to
spread results from research and practical development cooperation, to foster exchange between
researchers and practitioners, and to attract new members for PEGNet; the network also informs
about new insights from research and development policy and provides access to publications,
data sets, and numerical methods of policy analysis for network members. DDRN will contribute
to the PEGNet Conference 2010 “Policies to Foster and Sustain Equitable Development in Times
of Crisis”, to be held in September 2010 in South Africa, by organising a parallel session on climate
change. More information about the conference can be downloaded from the website of PEGNet.

Achievements: The long-term investment of DDRN in getting ‘a seat at the table’ with regard to
ARD at European level has paid off. DDRN is now a well-known and respected actor and
representative of Denmark in the major European coordination and collaboration bodies on ARD.
Especially the nomination of the Danish national representative/DDRN by the EFARD SC to the
PAEPARD Il steering committee and to ERA-ARD Il in 2009 has increased the access of the Danish
resource base to information about the tools and funding opportunities arising from these
projects. Seen in the light of the increased focus in the new Danish Development Strategy on the
role of the European Commission/Union in development assistance, these achievements are likely
to provide important opportunities for the Danish resource base in the future.

Challenges: With the exception of DDRN’s membership of EADI and the newly established
collaboration with PEGNet, the links DDRN have with European networks and institutions are
focused on either ARD or communication. Extending DDRN's partnerships and collaboration at
European level to other areas than agriculture and communication is a major challenge.

2.4.3. South: Coordination and collaboration with universities, networks, ministries, and
projects

The Ministerial Conference on Higher Education in Africa (CHEA). This conference, which was
originally planned to take place in 2009, but postponed several times, will take place in November
2010 in Uganda. DDRN's partner network in Eastern and Central Africa within ARD, the Regional
Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM), is the main organiser of the
Conference. Upon request from RUFORUM DDRN participates in the international organising
committee for the conference. DDRN is also co-organiser on one of the parallel sessions of the
conference. In addition, DDRN, together with EFARD and AGRINATURA, is involved in the
planning of a session on European-African collaboration on Higher Education and Research in
Agriculture. More information about the forthcoming conference is available from the Ministerial
Conference Site on the website of RUFORUM.

Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA). DDRN also has strong links with FARA, which is
an umbrella organisation bringing together and forming coalitions of major stakeholders in
agricultural research and development in Africa. FARA complements the innovative activities of
national, international and sub-regional research institutions to deliver more responsive and
effective services to its stakeholders. It plays advocacy and coordination roles for agricultural
research for development, while the national agricultural research systems (NARSs), advanced
research institutions (ARIs), and international agricultural research centers (IARCs) develop
improved technologies along the research-to-development continuum in their respective
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countries and coverage areas. Whereas FARA represents Africa in the Steering Committee (SC) of
PAEPARD platform for African-European cooperation, EFARD represents Europe. The
coordinator of DDRN in her capacity as EFARD SC member has the European seat in the
PAEPARD SC.

Universities, Business and Research in Agricultural Innovation (UniBRAIN). This programme is an
initiative of the Africa Commission linking university education, research and business in
sustainable agriculture. It is a regional and Pan-African collaboration programme funded by the
Danish Government and implemented by FARA. DDRN has participated in the planning of this
initiative by providing contacts and information on research and higher education within
agriculture in Africa. In the programme’s inception phase DDRN has also acted as the main entry
point for the programme coordination team to the Danish resource base. DDRN is currently
involved in organising a study tour for the programme coordination team to Denmark. The visit
will take place in the second week of June 2010. A brief on the purpose of this study tour,
including a brief description of the key partners involved in the programme, is attached as Annex

5.

DDRN collaboration with SANORD and involvement in PAEPARD has already been dealt with in
previous sections of this report and will only be briefly mentioned here. At the SANORD
Conference 2010 in South Africa the SANORD Board granted DDRN and Nordic Africa Institute
(NAI) full membership of SANORD. This was the first time non-university institutions were
granted membership.

SACCNet. DDRN is cooperating with DWF and DBL to support the establishment of and to
strengthen SACCNet (Southern African Climate Change Network), which comprise members
representing a number of universities and research institutions across the SADC region and
members from Denmark. SACCNet is described in section 2.2.1 above.

The Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST), Vietnam. MOST is about to launch and
implement an action plan to promote science communication in Vietnam. Representatives from
MOST met DDRN last year in relation to activities concerning the pilot research projects and
asked the DDRN secretariat to prepare a study tour to Denmark to meet with representatives
from universities, ministries, science journalists, and the media to learn from Danish experiences
in this field. This resulted in a study tour of five days for a delegation comprising 7 representatives
from MOST in May 2010. The delegation got new ideas on how to organise science
communication in Vietnam, including a few links to experts that may be invited to contribute to
future activities. MOST will also use DDRN to be linked up to resource persons and institutions in
future.

Achievements: The partnership with RUFORUM has entered a new phase in 2009/10. In addition
to information and knowledge sharing and organisation of joint thematic seminars, the
partnership now also involves joint advocacy and lobbying, e.g. in relation to making policy-
makers pay attention to higher education and research in terms of priority setting and funding. ‘A
seat at the table’: DDRN has become a member of the RUFORUM international advisory group.
RUFORUM is one of DDRN'’s institutional members. DDRN has also been influential in the
establishment of the UniBRAIN project. The study tour for MOST strengthened the link between
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DDRN and representatives from MOST, who expressed a strong interest in continuing
cooperation with the network.

Challenges: As with European partnerships, there is a bias towards ARD partnerships with regard
to long term partnerships with Africa. However, the collaboration within the context of SACCNet,
SANORD and PEGNet provides new opportunities for strengthening partnerships within the
other areas covered by DDRN, e.g. climate change, food security, and poverty research.

2.4.4. Global: Coordination and collaboration with universities and networks

First Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development (GCARD) and Global Forum on
Agricultural Research (GFAR) and the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
(CGIAR). DDRN also participated in the GCARD conference 2010 held in Montpellier, France, on
March 28-31, 2010. GCARD aims to develop a new global agricultural research system, driven by
tangible development outcomes and bringing together all those involved in agriculture research
for development (AR4D). The conference in Montpellier was an input to develope a global action
plan and a strategy for improving agricultural research in order to make maximum impact on
development, especially of the poor. This plan and strategy will be developed on the basis of a
global framework of agricultural research needs and priorities, which will be established through
consultations with representatives from a wide range of agricultural research stakeholders around
the world. The conference is expected to usher in change that will reshape agricultural research
and innovation and improve resources for research. The GCARD 2010 Conference was organised
by the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) in collaboration with the Consortium and
Independent Science and Partnership Council (now being formed) of the Consultative Group on
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). The Conference will replace both the GFAR Triennial
Conferences and the Annual General Meetings of the CGIAR.

Achievements: There are no achievements directly related to DDRN. However, the first attempt to
rethink and reshape ARD within one global framework (CGARD), including all the CGIAR centres
is considered to be an important achievement.

Challenges: To operationalize the GCARD action plan.

Networking with other knowledge intermediaries. In June 2009 — May 2010, DDRN had several
opportunities to strengthen relations to other European knowledge intermediaries. This was
prioritised by DDRN as a means to make own communications work more effectively by learning
from leading organisations in this field and by promoting increased coordination of activities. In
June 2009, DDRN participated in a workshop on communicating climate change organised by
Europe’s Forum for International Cooperation (Euforic), of which DDRN is a member. The seminar
was followed by a workshop organised by an EADI working group on information management.
These events proved very useful to establish links that were then used to provide input to DDRN's
planned research communication activities. DDRN attended the SciDev.Net — INASP Meeting:
“Science Communication for Development” in April 2010 in UK. This occasion was used for visits
at other organisations and resulted in a series of ideas for future cooperation. The meeting also
provided an opportunity to network with representatives from DFID and Sida, who showed
interest in the work being done by DDRN.
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DDRN has also started strengthening links to communication units at Danish universities. This is
important when planning new activities on research communication in order to avoid overlapping
activities and to identify areas where DDRN may have an added advantage. Useful links were
established when attending a conference for communication staff at all Danish universities in
November 2009. Furthermore, to gather precise information on the need for network activities
focusing on research communication, DDRN is currently carrying out a survey among researchers
and PhD students based in Denmark.

Achievements: DDRN has gained international recognition in the emerging area of research
communication, evident by the interest shown by leading knowledge intermediaries and other
donors in networking with DDRN.

Challenges: Establishing strong relations with communication staff at Danish universities is more
time consuming than expected. Most offices have other priorities than research communication
and dissemination (as it is approached by DDRN), as they have to focus on documenting results
and recruiting new students.

Table 6: Key milestones in enhancing partnerships 2009/2010

Milestone Progress
1. Partnerships and In Denmark: Partnering and collaboration
contacts with relevant v" DWF: Climate Change Task ForceSACCNet (climate change), travel
research and knowledge grants, communication

networks at national, ENRECAHEALTH: Climate Change Task Force, SACCNet, travel grants
regional and DBL: SACCNet

international levels FAU: Administration and Scandinavian links — multiple themes
strengthened GenderNet: Gender and governance

MS Action Aid: Land Rights Network

NGO Forum: Network concept

NGO Education Network: Education research for development
DK institutions : Research communication and multiple themes
DU platforms : Dialogue on collaboration — multiple themes

AN NE N NN YN NN

Europe: Partnering and collaboration with:

v' EFARD: Agriculture

v" ERA-ARD: European coordination of ARD policies and programmes

v' EUFORIC, ODI, IDS, CABI, SciDev.Net: Communication and networking
v" PEGNet: Poverty and climate

v EADI: Research policy — multiple themes

Global/South/N-S: Partnering and collaboration:

v' PAEPARD: Agriculture/ARD

v" RUFORUM: Agriculture/ARD and policy advocacy

v" UniBRAIN: Universities, businesses and innovation in agriculture

v FARA: Agriculture/ARD

v" GCARD: Agriculture

v/ SANORD: Internationalisation of higher education and research -
multiple themes

v" MOST: Delegation science communication study tour

v" SACCNet: Climate change - regional research network
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3. DDRN Governance

DDRN comprise 2002 members. Most are individual members, but some organisations are
registered as institutional members. The highest authority in DDRN is the annual General
Assembly, in which all DDRN members can participate.

The General Assembly elects the Board, which constitutes itself with chairperson and vice
chairperson, among DDRN members; the Board members are elected as individuals and do not
formally represent their institutions. The board meets four times annually. The Board has 9
members and 2 substitute members.

The Board provides strategic guidance and approves the work plan and budget proposed by the
Secretariat. The secretariat comprises six employed staff members (Chief Coordinator,
Coordinator, Communication Officer, Academic Secretary, and two student workers) responsible
for the day-to-day management of DDRN and facilitation of DDRN activities. External
support/contracts for specific tasks are managed by the Secretariat. The Secretariat use the
administrative structure of the host institution, Department of Geography and Geology,
University of Copenhagen.

Members engage actively in DDRN in several ways, including a) initiation and implementation of
working groups and activities (with access to Secretariat support), b) participation in joint
initiatives (initiated by Board/Secretariat in cooperation with partner organisations), and c)
participation in DDN events.

Achievements: The individual membership and democratic procedures have led to genuine
member ownership, with several active and committed members. Furthermore, this has ensured
an active Board and Chairpersonship providing guidance and sparring for the Secretariat. The
broad member base, from several institutions and across sectors, have made DDRN a relevant
knowledge partner for Danida (UFT) and other institutions and networks in Denmark and
internationally.

Challenges: DDRN's institutional mandate and legitimacy as a representative of Danish
institutions vis-a-vis other Danish institutions, especially the DU platforms, is unclear.
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Figure 3: DDRN structure
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4. Financial Highlights

During the reporting period DDRN and FAU entered an administrative collaboration; and the
budgets from MFA for FAU annual conferences and for participating in EADI meetings were
incorporated in DDRN's budget for the current grant period. The first grant period (2007-09)
closed with unused funds of approx. DKK 1.2 million, which was repaid to MFA. For various
reasons, a number of activities planned under that grant for spring 2009 were postponed to
autumn 2009, resulting in a high level of activity. This meant that fewer activities in 2009 were
implemented under the new grant so that the new grant budget for autumn 2009 was not spent
fully; and an amount of approx. DKK 150,000 was transferred from the 2009 budget to 2010. By
May 2010, approx. 29 % of the total budget for 2010 had been consumed (986,000 out of
3,340,000 excl. overhead). Besides, an undisbursed amount of DKK 125,000 is committed to
member-led activities, some of which have been postponed from 2009 to 2010.
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5. Conclusion

2009/10 has been a period with increased level of activity. All main targets set in the work plans
for this reporting period were achieved; and a number of new activities and partners were added.
The achievements reported on in this report demonstrate the added value of DDRN on the
national and international research and development scenes. DDRN has continued to use and
enhance the core strengths of the network, including

v’ An efficient needs based and member-oriented information and communication system;
v An actively engaged and steadily increasing member base;

v’ Astrong secretariat, which can accommodate shifting demands and challenges; and

v’ Strong linkages to important actors in research and development in Europe and Africa.

2009/10 has also brought new uncertainties into the work of the network with regard to the future
of DDRN. Danida has indicated that the financial support for the research networks, including
DDRN, may discontinue after the current grant period and that support will be given to the DU
platforms instead. Thus, the future of DDRN beyond June 2011 is uncertain. This makes medium
to long-term strategic planning difficult and puts constraints on DDRN'’s efforts to build new
strategic partnerships in Denmark and internationally in order to expand and strengthen the voice
of DDRN and its members. Ensuring long-term sustainability and continuity of the achievements,
competences, and relations build up is equally challenging due to the current uncertainty.

Networks funded through the MFA should provide a common good that cannot be obtained
through a research programme or through other mechanisms for managing research and
research-related activities involving several actors. We believe that DDRN has demonstrated the
added value of the network and that networking is an important mechanism in its own right and
with its own rationale.
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Annexes

Annex 1: LFA Matrix for DDRN: Targets for July - December 2009

Development Objective

Increased contribution to and inclusion of
research and knowledge in the design
and implementation of development
assistance in response to partner
countries’ needs

Intermediate Objective

Increase the extent to which research
and research-based knowledge is
included in development cooperation

Immediate Objective | (10I)

Contribute to the dissemination and
exchange of information between
development programmes and the
research community within agriculture,
environment and governance

Outputs

Output 1.1

Development programmes and
collaborating institutions better informed
and more knowledgeable about existing

relevant research results and researched

Indicators

e Type and scale of contribution
of network activities to
successful development
programmes

Indicators

e Number and types of research
and research-based knowledge
input to development through
network and network activities

Indicators

e Number and types of
information and research &
knowledge related invitations
from development programmes
and partners to DDRN to
contribute information and
knowledge

Indicators

e Number of programmes and
partners informed about
research and research-based
knowledge produced by
network members

e Number of links established

Means of Verification

Interviews with key
informants
Available documentation

Means of Verification

Interviews with key
informants

Means of Verification

Requests from
development
programmes and
organisations and
embassies

Means of Verification

Reports

E-mail correspondence
Feedback from advisers
and programmes
Website and newsletter

 Assumptions

Development assistance is knowledge based
Research and knowledge are key elements in
development

e Developing countries’ needs and problems
remain the focus for development assistance

Assumptions

e Researchers and development practitioners
are interested in increased interaction

Assumptions

e Interest in and commitment to using research
in development programmes

¢ Research is sufficiently relevant and of
required quality

Assumptions |

e Researchers interested in publishing in policy
briefs

e Development programmes interested in
research overviews

e Advisers and Danida interested in briefing of
advisers
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based knowledge

between network members and .
programmes/institutions

Availability of information on knowledge needs
of the South

Targets July-Dec 2009:

e 3 overviews on the following topics
conducted::
i) Research Project Management
i) Gender and Development
iii) Higher Education and
development

e Briefings of development staff, DK
embassies, donors and institutions
carried out

e 2-4visits to developing countries

Comments of the secretariat on approaches and focus:

= The overview on research project management has delayed and the report will be finalised in the second
half of 2009. The two others will be initiated in August (gender) and October (HE).

= Briefings on DDRN will take place during in-field visits and events in which DDRN members and the
secretariat participate. Advisers and staff of Danida supported programmes, including research collaboration
projects, will mainly be carried out upon demand.

= Mainly multi-purpose visits (where possible linked to workshops and other events in the South).

Output 1.2

Research and knowledge contributions
made to programme and strategy
development within network focal areas
and shared with development
programme staff and partners

¢ Number and type of N Reports e Members and partners are interested in
assistance rendered to N Proceedings research integration
programmes and institutions N . e Stakeholders in the South have notion of
inutes of meetings research priorities and stakeholders in the
v Communications with

North are willing to obtain the information

Danida e Donors interested in inputs

Targets July-Dec 2009:

e DDRN contributions to strategy
development

e 2-4visits to Danish institutions

Immediate Objective 2 (102)

Comments of the secretariat on approaches and focus:

= Continuous inputs to the operationalization of the recommendations of the Danish Africa Commission on
higher education in agriculture in Africa and to Danish universities’ strategies on collaboration on higher
education/research and development.

= The board and the secretariat will conduct visits to institutions in connection with board meetings

' Means of Verification

Indicators Assumptions
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Foster an engaged and committed
network of members through enhanced
community building, interaction and
collaboration, and through establishment
of the necessary information channels,
mechanisms and tools

Outputs

Output 2.1
Member driven and -focused platforms

and working groups established across
North-South and North-North

e Type and extent of interaction in
Denmark and across North-South
and North-North

e Type and extent of research and
research-based knowledge
exchange in Network

Indicators

e Number and type of groups with
regular contact in network

e Number of member organised
activities

\' Member feedback
v Participation in network activities

Means of Verification

\ Proceedings and reports
\  Lists of participation
\' Member feedback

e Member interest in establishing
relations to other network
members

e Overlapping or complementary
fields of study of members

e Research institutions prioritise
development-oriented research

e Members interest in establishing
relations to other network
members

e Overlapping or complementary
fields of study of members

e Member willing to invest time in
activities

Targets July-Dec 2009:

e Contacts/strategic alliances and
partners in Denmark and
internationally (N-N,N-S, N-S-S)
maintained and new ones entered

e 9-11 approved/implemented
member-led workshops/conferences
(workshops and other — 5 already
approved)

e 3-5 approved/implemented other
member-led activities (2 already
approved/ongoing)

e 2 calls for new member led activities
(asin 3.1)

e Member groups supported

e 1 After work meeting

e 2 board meetings

Comments of the secretariat on approach and focus:

= Focus on N-S research collaboration and on promoting exchange and dissemination of

research and knowledge

= Cross-institutional and cross-disciplinary workshops/conferences and activities will be prioritised. The

secretariat will mainly be involved in advertising and monitoring

= Member groups will be initiated and formed by members themselves. The secretariat may provide support

upon request

= After work meetings will be upon opportunity, e.g. in connection with member-led activities, or upon
request/demand driven. Meetings will be organised in connection with international conferences, study
related visits to DK, or after DDRN members’ participation in international events

= Board meetings will be hosted by the various institutions to which the members of the board belong and
combined with visits to Danish institutions (see also targets 1.2 above)

Output 2.2
Thematic workshops and conferences

e Number and types of
workshops and conferences

\ Proceedings
\  Lists of participants

Willingness of members to assist in
planning meetings and conferences

33



conducted in the North and the South

V' Feedback from participants and invest in joint N-N and N-S
activities

e 2 research communication events
(Tanzania and Vietnam)

e Gender and governance conference

e |nputs to misc. events (tentative):
session on research at Danida
workshop in Sahel region and input
to low carbon development

e SANORD conference in SA

Uy

In collaboration with EUFORIC and CARE-Africa and with financial contribution from Danish Water Forum
In collaboration with Gendernet- DK (main organiser) and UNDP-DK

Danida workshop on agriculture and business development for advisers and others to be held in the Sahel
region. Dates and detailed content not fixed/finalised yet

Workshop on low carbon with DIIS and Danida Technical Office (UFT)

Parallel workshop on globalisation of higher education with Universities of Aalborg, Aarhus and Southern

(tentative) Denmark
Output 2.3 e An operational communication v\ Annual reports
Strategies and channels of and information system N Reports from Needs assessment
communication and information and user surveys
established e Number and type of information N . -
: Website statistics
services
V' Newsletters
e Number and type of promotion V' Email correspondence

material

e Ongoing website maintenance, = Prioritized website improvements include database with member profiles, developing simple tools to

updating, and improvement

e 5 monthly newsletters and
occasional news mail

e New promotion material

e List of funding sources/knowledge
bank on website

e Participation in international
networks and misc. communication
related events (as 3.1)

=
=

facilitate interaction among members using the website. These improvements should be carried out in
consideration of the fact that a new improved website will be developed with assistance from consultants in
2010.

Activity related
Focus on establishing a ‘knowledge bank’, info on: research and development, funding and collaboration
opportunities, and trends in research and policies, national research systems & research priorities

articipation in international networks to establish/maintain links to international institutions/umbrella organisations to
romote partnering/communication among network members (as 3.1), and to link up to international intermediaries of
esearch and knowledge for development to coordinate efforts and improve DDRN activities. Participation in events will be
on opportunity/request
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' Means of Verification

Immediate Objective 3 (103)

Stimulate and promote the production
and exchange of high-quality research
and research-based knowledge relevant
to development assistance within
agriculture, environment and governance

Indicators

Assumptions

e Number and type of network e Annual reports e Complementary fields of study of
initiated inter-disciplinary, cross- e Feedback from researchers members
sector and cross-institutional e Members and partners find it

research and knowledge related
links and partnerships

beneficial to participate in joint
activities and partnerships

Outputs

Output 3.1

Links to national, regional and
international research communities
established

Indicators Means of Verification
e Number and type of information N Travel reports and other reports e Members interest in network
from nat. and int. sources \/ Collaborating institutions and activities focused on international

e Number and types of links at nat.,
regional. and internat. levels

¢ Number of members’ participation
in events for linking purposes

fora
Available avenues for network
representation in int. for a

organisations
. [ ]
\  Emalil correspondence

Targets July-Dec 2009:

e Participation in coordination
meetings with DK networks
(sec/member)

e Established/maintained links to
DK/int. institutions and umbrella
organisations (as 2.3)

e Members’ contacts to other devt and
research actors in DK/int facilitated

e Active engagement of DK research
institutions and universities in
network activities strengthened

e 7 DDRN members’ participation in
international events funded/approved
(1 already approved)

e 2 calls for new member led activities
(asin 2.1)

e Participation in events and
networking (as 2.3)

Comments of the secretariat on approach and focus:

=

=

Meetings with other Danish knowledge networks and NGO networks will be linked to ongoing and new joint
activities, e.g. Climate Change Task Force, SACCNET and travel grant scheme.
Attention to promote partnering/communication among network members

Focus will be on the active involvement of the network in the relevant activities of Danish research
institutions and universities and vice versa, e.g. SANORD. Attention will also be given to linking with
international/umbrella institutions and organisations within the main sectors covered by the network and the
prioritised focus areas (climate change, food security and crosscutting: research communication and
governance

Through links and information on the DDRN website, newsletters, ‘match-making’, networking and support to
participation in events

Participation in events will be upon opportunity/request
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Output 3.2

The flow of development-oriented
students in Denmark facilitated and
enhanced

e Number of received Danida travel | v Travel grant statistics e Students interested in

grant applications development-oriented activities
e Number of students in member and network activities

base e The next phase will be approved
and the scheme continue in
2008/2009

v Member database
v Listof participation

Targets July-Dec 2009:

e Explore new opportunities for
students to link dissertation work
relevant development themes and
projects

e List of ‘linking’ opportunities to do
studies and/or work as trainees
related to devt. programmes and
organisations compiled

e 3 inspiration seminars for students

Comments of the secretariat on approach and focus:

= Attention will be given to establish links between relevant NGOs, consulting firms, and projects/programmes
and Danida/FFU travel grants for Danish master students

= The list of opportunities will be targeted Danish master students and will be and published on the DDRN
website
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Annex 2: LFA Matrix for DDRN: Targets for 2010

Development Objective

Increased contribution to and inclusion of
research and knowledge in the design
and implementation of development
assistance in response to partner
countries’ needs

Indicators

Type and scale of contribution
of network activities to
successful development
programmes

Means of Verification

e Interviews with key
informants
e Available documentation

' Assumptions

e Development assistance is knowledge based

e Research and knowledge are key elements in
development

e Developing countries’ needs and problems
remain the focus in development assistance

Intermediate Objective

Increase the extent to which research
and research-based knowledge is
included in development cooperation

Indicators

Number and types of research
and research-based knowledge
input to development through
network and network activities

Means of Verification

e Interviews with key
informants

Means of Verification

Assumptions

e Researchers and development practitioners are
interested in increased interaction and
information exchange

Immediate Objective | (101)

Contribute to the dissemination and
exchange of information between
development programmes and the
research community within agriculture,
environment and governance

Indicators

Number and types of
information and research &
knowledge related invitations
from development programmes
and partners to DDRN to
contribute info and knowledge

e Requests from
development
programmes and
organisations and
embassies

Means of Verification

Assumptions

e Interest and commitment to using research in
development programmes

e Research is sufficiently relevant and of required
quality

Outputs

Output 1.1

Development programmes and
collaborating institutions better informed
and more knowledgeable about existing
relevant research results and
researched based knowledge

Indicators

Number of programmes and
partners informed about
research and research-based
knowledge produced by
network members

Number of links established
between network members and
programmes/institutions

e Reports

e E-mail correspondence

e Feedback from advisers
and programmes

e \Website and newsletter

Assumptions

e Development programmes interested in
overviews and other information services

e Advisers and development personnel
interested in briefings about the resource base
and the results from development-oriented
research within the areas covered by the
network

e Availability of information on knowledge needs
and priorities of the South
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Targets 2010:

e 1 new research overview/review

e Lessons learnt paper/Assessment of overviews as communication tools (link to 2.3).

e Concept development and production of 1-2 thematic briefs.

e Briefings of development staff, DK embassies, donors and institutions carried out (also linked to 1.2)

e 3 visits to developing countries/embassies

e 1 visit/study tour on research communication to Denmark by Vietnamese delegation facilitated

e 3-6 Visits to public/private sector institutions.

Output 1.2 e Number and type of assistance | +/ Reports e Members are willing to contribute to strategy
o rendered to programmes and N Proceedings and programme development and have

Research and knowledge contributions institutions N . . something to offer

made to programme and strategy Minutes of meetings e Stakeholders in the South have notion of

development within network focal areas \' Communications with research priorities and stakeholders in the

and shared with development Danida North are willing to obtain the information

programme staff and partners e Donors interested in inputs

Targets 2010:

e DDRN contributions to strategy development
e Inputs to Danida Devt Days 2010
e |nputs related to Uni-BRAIN, FARA-Africa Commission Initiative and ERA-ARD, Danish Universities (DU)

Immediate Objective 2 (102) Indicators ' Means of Verification Assumptions

Foster an engaged and committed e Type and extent of interaction in N Member feedback e Member interest in establishing
network pf me_ml')ers'through enhanced Denmark and across North-South N Participation in network activities relations f[o other network members
community building, interaction and and North-North e Overlapping or complementary
collaboration, and through establishment | «  Type and extent of research and fields of study of members

of the necessary information channels, research-based knowledge e Research institutions prioritise
mechanisms and tools exchange in Network development-oriented research
Outputs Indicators Means of Verification Assumptions

Output 2.1

Member driven and -focused platforms ¢ Number and type of groups with N Proceedings and reports e Members interested in establishing
and working groups established across regular contact in network relations to other members and
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North-South and North-North

Number of meetings and
organised activities

V' Lists of participation
v Member feedback

willing to invest time in activities
e Complementary fields of study and
interests of members

Targets 2010:

e Member groups supported (5 existing groups and new ones).

e 4 calls for member led activities.

e 6 approved/implemented member-led workshops/conferences

¢ A number of other member-led activities, e.g. members participation in international events and innovative activities funded
e 5 After work meetings

e Lessons learnt paper/assessment of member-led activities

e Member database further developed

o New registration procedure

e 20% increase in online profiles

e Continuous and timely response to members’ emails

Output 2.2 e Number and types of N Proceedings Willingness of members to assist in

Thematic workshops and conferences
conducted in the North and the South

workshops and conferences

\  Lists of participants
\ Feedback from participants

planning meetings and conferences and
invest in joint N-N and N-S activities

Targets 2010:

e 2 Seminars/conferences (Higher
Education — from/in South and other
topics yet to be defined)

e 2 research communication events
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Output 2.3
Strategies and channels of

communication and information
established

e Number and type of information
services

e Number and type of research
communication activities

e Number and type of promotion
material

DDRN comm.strategy/action plan
Annual reports

Reports from user surveys
Reports from seminars

Website statistics

Newsletters

Email correspondence

2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Members and collaborators interested
in research communication activities

Targets 2010:

New web tools developed

New promotion material

More funding source listed on website
Continued participation in international networks and misc. communication related events (as 3.1)

Ongoing website maintenance, updating, and improvement

12 monthly newsletters and at least 10 on more specific themes

Indicators

' Means of Verification

Immediate Objective 3 (103)

Stimulate and promote the production
and exchange of high-quality research
and research-based knowledge relevant
to development assistance within
agriculture, environment and governance

e Number and type of network
initiated inter-disciplinary, cross-
sector and cross-institutional
research and knowledge related
links and partnerships

e Annual reports
e Feedback from researchers

Assumptions

e Complementary fields of study of
members

e Members and partners find it
beneficial to participate in joint
activities and partnerships

Outputs

Output 3.1

Links to national, regional and
international research communities
established

Indicators

e Number and type of information
from nat. and int. sources

e Number and types of links at nat.,
regional. and internat. levels

e Number of members’ participation
in events for linking purposes

Means of Verification

v Travel reports and other reports

\ Collaborating institutions and
organisations

v Email correspondence

Assumptions

e Members have interest in links to
international networks and fora

e Available avenues for network
representation in international fora
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Targets 2010:

e Contacts/strategic alliances and partnerships in Denmark and internationally (N-N,N-S, N-S-S) maintained and new ones entered

e Participation in meetings with other DK knowledge networks on joint activities and coordination

e Established/maintained links to Danish and international institutions and umbrella organisations (as 2.3)

e Active engagement of DK research institutions and universities in network activities sustained

Output 3.2

e Number of received Danida travel |+ Travel grant statistics e Students interested in

The flow of development-oriented grant applications \  Member database development-oriented activities and

students in Denmark facilitated and e Number of students in member NI L network activities

enhanced base List of participation e The travel stipend scheme will
continue in 2010

Targets 2010:

4 inspiration seminars for students

List of master theses updated and developed

List of ‘linking’ opportunities to do studies and/or work as trainees related to development programmes and organisations compiled

Approximately 20 applications selected and recommended for funding under the Danida travel grant scheme at each of the two calls for grants issued by Danida
Fellowship Centre

Administration, monitoring and reporting

Targets 2010:

4 Board meetings conducted (Board meetings will be hosted by the various institutions to which the members of the board belong and combined with visits to
Danish institutions (see also targets 1.2 above)

Annual meeting/ General Assembly carried out

Internal DDRN filing system reviewed and re-cleaned’

2 secretariat retreats

Relevant competence development courses for secretariat staff identified and funded (needs-based and activity- related).
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Annex 3: Overview of member-led activities

Jun 2009 — May 2010

Type Activity Institution Country Approval Completio | Amount
h (DKK)
Workshops, 2010 Bolivian Conference in KU Bolivia Mar 2010 Oct 2010 20,000
seminars, Development Economics INESAD
conferences | Bolivia
Initiate linking between Danish OASD - DDRN Denmark Mar 2010 Sep 2010 20,000
research and development Working Group
institutions to promote opportunities | AU
for organic agriculture and demand- Dan Church Aid
driven research Organic
Denmark
ICROFS
International Conference on Climate KU Denmark Mar 2010 Apr 2010 30,000
Change and Human Mobility
Second Annual Workshop of NISN - DDRN Denmark Dec 2009 Apr 2010 30,000
the Nordic Indonesia Studies working group
Network:
Developing Indonesia
Workshop on the Role of Higher AAU Denmark Sep 2009 Oct 2009 26,960
Education in Africa: RUC
‘Triple Helix’ Responses to Climate AU
Change
Seminar on small-scale mining and KU Denmark Sep 2009 Nov 2009 23,638
development aid in Africa
Roskilde Development Day 2009 RUC Denmark Sep 2009 Nov 2009 14,568
Agribusiness Workshop KU Denmark Mar 2009 Oct 2009 30,000
AAU
CBS
1st Conference on Development INESAD Bolivia Mar 2009 Oct 2009 30,000
Economics KU
Poverty-Environment —three Poverty & Denmark Mar 2009 Jun 2010 30,000
workshops/seminars Environment —
DDRN Working
Group
DIIS
Other Matchmaking between the labour KU-LIFE Denmark May 2009 Sep 2009 4,037
market and Master students/recently | AAU
graduated Masters within CAS, KU
development collaboration CBS
Urban Climate Change in South Asia CEFI India Mar 2009 Apr 2010 30,000
Participation | First Bolivian Conference on Pablo Selaya, Bolivia Sep 2009 Oct 2009 16,003
in Development Economics & XXV Latin | KU Argentina
international | American Meeting of the Econometric
events Society 2009 (XXV LAMES)
Developing Africa through Science Mona Dahms, Uganda Sep 2009 Sep-Oct 20,000
and Technology Innovation in AAU 2009
Agriculture: Women as the key drivers
Urban Research Symposium on Cities | Shubhangi France May 2009 Jun 2009 9,875
and Climate Change: Responding to Kitchloo, CEFI
an Urban Agenda
Conference on Joint Actions on AAU guests: Denmark May 209 Jun 2009 27,000
Climate Change Ajay

(Institutionalizing climate change
requirements in commercial lending
practices)

Narayanan, IFC
LaFrance, IFC
James Gifford,
UNPRI




April - May 2009 (not included in Chapter 2.2)

Type Activity Institution Country Approval Completio | Amount
n (DKK)
Workshops, Nordic Indonesia Studies Network NISN Denmark Mar 2008 May 2009 10,000
seminars, Inaugural Workshop
conferences | FAU conference 2009 FAU Denmark Mar 2009 May 2009 47,000
“Bringing the State Back in: New
Roles and Responsibilities for the 21st
Century State”
One day workshop in OASD - Uganda Dec 2008 May 2009 29,700
connection to the First African DDRN
Organic Conference Working
Group
ICROFS
AU
Organic
Denmark
Transnational forms of RUC Bolivia Dec 2008 May 2009 30,000
cooperation and intercultural Instituto
dialogues: towards alternatives Cubano de
to development and human Investigacion
rights Cultural Juan
Marinillo
Participation | Transnational forms of Lia Paula Bolivia Mar 2009 May 2009 14,620
in cooperation and intercultural Rodrigues,
international | dialogues: towards alternatives RUC

events

to development and human
rights
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Annex 4: Overview of key European networks within Agricultural Research
for Development (ARD) in which DDRN and Danish universities are engaged

1. EFARD (European Forum on Agricultural Research for Development)

The mission of EFARD is to strengthen the contribution of European Agricultural Research for Development to poverty
alleviation, food security, and sustainable development in Developing Countries by providing a platform for strategic
dialogue among and between European stakeholder groups in order to promote research partnerships between
European and Southern research communities.

Danish involvement and anchorage: Danish institutions are involved through Danish (DDRN) representation on the
steering committee and through membership of especially one of EFARD'’s key implementing organisations/networks
AGRINATURA. This was formed in 2009 as a merger of NATURA (The Network of European Agricultural (Tropically and
Subtropically oriented) Universities and Scientific Complexes Related with Agricultural Development) and ECART
(European Consortium for Agricultural Research in the Tropics). NATURA is composed of 28 universities from 16
European countries, including University of Copenhagen and University of Aarhus. DDRN's role as SC member and
national node is to lobby for Danish influence and interests at European level, and in Denmark to disseminate
information about research opportunities in the European and the North-South contexts to all DDRN members.
Furthermore, to encourage Danish universities, especially those which are not already members of NATURA, to join
NATURA and play an active part in North-South research collaboration opportunities offered within EC (FSTP and FP7).

Challenges and opportunities: Work has been constrained by the lack of funding for a permanent secretariat and has
for some time depended on the active involvement in the steering committee of a core group of committed European
researchers/institutions, who works for free. In addition the EU is providing part time secretarial services (David
Radcliffe located in Brussels).

The activities to be funded under PAEPARD 2 (Platform for African-European Partnership on ARD) (see section 2 below)
are aligned with EFARD’s Way Forward, under the four components described in the EC action fiche, namely:

e  Facilitation of innovation and entrepreneurship in ARD partnerships

e Facilitation of impact-oriented agricultural research, training and innovation partnerships

e Information and knowledge exchange

e Advocacy on alignment of priorities for resource allocation for African and European ARD.

PAEPARD 2 will help address one of EFARD’s greatest problems, namely, effectively supporting an operational
secretariat. The PAEPARD 2 budget has included 5 days per month for a senior officer for supporting the EFARD
secretariat.

Broader stakeholder involvement in EFARD (and PAEPARD): European-level non-researcher stakeholder groups
representing NGOs and CSOs have been involved in a dialogue with EFARD and have participated in EFARD Steering
Committee meetings in 2008/10, The process of getting a wider stakeholder representation in EFARD is ongoing. This is
also an issue in relation to PAEPARD 2.
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2. PAEPARD Il (Platform for African-European Partnership on ARD)

The main beneficiaries of the PAEPARD project are European and African ARD organisations that will be better able to
successfully participate in European and other research programmes because of more appropriate partnerships and
better proposals.

An assessment was made on selected African—-European partnerships in ARD with EC-funding, complemented by an
online survey of European and African stakeholders (PAEPARD | report 2007). The main findings indicate that there are
a number of major constraints to ensure continued success and inclusiveness of ARD partnerships. There is a relatively
small number of EC-funded agricultural research projects focused on Africa; and these projects involve African
institutions from only 2-3 countries. Most of these partnerships are driven by the European partners with limited
contribution by African partners in priority setting and management. Under FP7 — where the former INCO-DEV
component has disappeared — scope for such collaborations has decreased rather than increased. Major restrictions
identified by European and African partners in ARD partnerships are (1) a lack of information and knowledge on funding
opportunities and difficulties in finding adequate partners, as well as full understanding of the complex and elaborate
mechanisms of fund raising; (2) a concentration of partnerships on only two institutional categories of actors
(universities and national research institutes), with very limited private sector, extension / advisory service and CSO
(Civil Society Organisations) participation (including farmer organisations); (3) existing coordination mechanisms are
not maximizing their role in facilitating interaction between different stakeholders; (4) European institutes more
familiar with the EC mechanisms are the initiators of the partnerships and tend to be the coordinators of EC-funded
projects; (5) dissemination of innovations is valued least amongst the outcomes of research partnerships as compared
to publications, training and access to funding; and (6) the EC instruments that support ARD are difficult to access by
African partners; and their administrative and financial rules are difficult to follow.

PAEPARD Il (M€ 5.5 ) was approved by EU in the beginning of 2010 and the first management meeting has been held.
The project is currently in its up-start phase. The overall objective of PAEPARD Il is “Joint African-European multi-
stakeholder partnership agricultural research for development initiatives that contribute to achieving the MDGs.” The
specific objective is “Enhanced, more equitable, more demand-driven and mutually beneficial collaboration of Africa
and Europe on agricultural research for development with the aim of attaining the MDGs”

Danish involvement and anchorage: PAEPARD is a platform between Africa (FARA) and Europe (EFARD). The
coordinator of DDRN is member of the PAEPARD Il steering committee for EFARD. Danish institutions have been very
active in e-consultations and surveys during PAEPARD | and researchers from LIFE/[NATURA have participated in sub-
regional PAEPARD multi-stakeholder consultations held in South Africa and Senegal during 2007. Danish researchers
and DDRN also participated in the e-consultations and associated workshop on Agricultural-Research Programming for
the European Commission’s FP7-FAB and FSTP held in Brussels in early 2008. DDRN continuously disseminates and
forwards information to the Danish resource base from PAEPARD and EC regarding research themes and calls of
relevance for Africa and Danish-African collaboration on ARD. This is important as only two of the Danish universities
are members of NATURA and are expected to get the information on PAEPARD through these channels as well.

Challenges and opportunities: Strong South-North collaboration focus. PAEPARD offers unique opportunities for
African and Danish institutions to enter more equitable, more demand-driven and mutually beneficial collaboration of
Africa and Europe on ARD. Danish participation in PAEPARD Il will also strengthen Danish access to European funding
under FP7 and FSTP. However, it requires that existing European ARD networks and consortia, including the DU
platforms under establishment, are able to mobilise non-research stakeholders, and that they agree on and are willing
to participate in a reassessment of their functions and strategies.

PAEPARD will directly contribute to donor coordination by contributing to an increased mobilisation and coordination
of European ARD stakeholders and service providers. PAEPARD will advocate for increased coherence of the EU
Research Framework Programme with the MDGs, and this is expected to influence other European donors through fora
such as EIARD, with which PAEPARD will liaise closely to ensure that donor strategies are in line with the requirements
of African and European ARD stakeholders. There are plans of establishing similar platforms between Europe and other
regions (Latin America and Asia).
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3. ERA-ARD (The ARD dimension of the European Research Area)

ERA-ARD is a programme that aims at improving synergies between the European national ARD programmes, increase
the effectiveness and efficiency of European research planning, funding and implementation to support the
development in the poorest developing countries; furthermore, to strengthen Europe’s contribution to, and impact on,
regional and global ARD systems.

Danish involvement and anchorage: ERA-NET is a mechanism for coordination among ministries funded by the
European Commission under the ERA-NET Scheme of the EU Framework Programme. The Danish MFA has nominated
the Danish Development Research Network (DDRN) to facilitate communication exchange between the project and the
Danish resource base and represent the Ministry in meetings and relevant programme activities during phase 2. Most of
the relevant docs for ERA-ARD are on the website of ERA ARD-I: www.era-ard.org. DK is taxated at € 6000 per mm. DK
is engaged for 5 mm total. DK came very late on board, so no special tasks could be allocated to DK. There is need to
look at the DoW and identify which tasks are particularly of interest from the DK point of view.

Challenges and opportunities: The interest of Danish institutions in ERA-NET seems to be closely linked to a Danish
contribution (funding) to future calls for proposals. Currently DK does not contribute such funds. There might be other

opportunities for the Danish resource base in terms of access to knowledge, tools and information.

4. EIARD (European Initiative for ARD)

EIARD's main purpose is to enhance the appropriateness and effectiveness of European investments in ARD at national,
regional and international levels both in Europe and developing countries. It is implemented by a European
Coordination Group (ECG) consisting of representatives of the European Commission, the twenty five Member States
of the European Union, plus Norway and Switzerland. The Members of the ECG are appointed by their respective
governments and the European Commission. EIARD is an informal ARD policy coordination platform, which operates
outside the normal EU "comitology" procedures. The EIARD strategy for 2009-2013 is available on the EIARD website:
http://www.eiard.org/

Danish involvement and anchorage: Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs is a member of EIARD (currently represented by
Lars Christian Oxe). Each member has a National EIARD Network. DDRN is part of the Danish national network and on
the EIARD mailing list, mainly for information purposes.

5. Global Conference on Agricultural Research for Development (GCARD) and Global Forum on Agricultural
Research (GFAR) and the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR).

GCARD aims to develop a new global agricultural research system, driven by tangible development outcomes and
bringing together all those involved in agriculture research for development (AR4D). The first GCARD conference 2010
was held in Montpellier, France on March 28-31, 2010, as an input to developing a global action plan and strategy for
improving agricultural research in order to make maximum impact on development, especially of the poor. This plan
and strategy will be developed on the basis of a global framework of agricultural research needs and priorities, which
will be established through consultations with representatives from a wide range of agricultural research stakeholders
around the world. The Conference is expected to usher in change that will reshape agricultural research and innovation
and improve resources for research. The GCARD 2010 Conference was organized by the Global Forum on Agricultural
Research (GFAR) in collaboration with the Consortium and Independent Science and Partnership Council (now being
formed) of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). The Conference will replace both the
GFAR Triennial Conferences and the Annual General Meetings of the CGIAR.

Danish involvement and anchorage: Involvement is mainly through Danish membership of regional for e.g. EFARD
and Agrinatura.
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Annex 5: Universities, Business and Research in Agricultural Innovation
(UniBRAIN) in BRIEF*

BACKGROUND

The Africa Commission consultations concluded that

"African universities are not sufficiently geared to meet the needs of industry. Graduates often cannot find employment,
while many small businesses lack staff with the education and skills needed to drive innovation. Essentially, the relationship
between the demands of the private sector and what universities teach is too weak. However, studies show that when
university graduates do business, they create more jobs than those without a university education. Nowhere are these
deficiencies more critical than in agriculture, Africa’s dominant industry. The potential of African universities to promote
positive change in society needs to be enhanced. Universities have a particular responsibility for generating and diffusing
knowledge into the economy and creating opportunities for innovation. They do that most effectively when they have
strong links with research and business. However, achieving such links will require adjustments in the way that African
universities function. They need to be engaged with private enterprise at all levels, including smallholders and firms in local
and distant markets. By linking across agricultural value chains — locally, nationally and regionally — universities would be
better able to educate entrepreneurs who can tap the enormous under-exploited potential of African agriculture for growth,
job creation and poverty reduction. In doing so, they would also encourage youth and women to take up careers in
agriculture and related industries."

WHAT IS UniBRAIN?

An initiative of the Africa Commission linking university education, research and business in sustainable agriculture.
UniBRAIN stands for “Universities, Business and Research in Agricultural Innovation (UniBRAIN)” It is a Regional and
Pan-African collaboration programme funded by the Danish Government and implemented by Forum for Agricultural
Research in Africa (FARA). The budget frame for UniBRAIN is USD 20 million covering the period Jan 2010 to Dec 2014.

KEY PROGRAMME PARTNERS in UniBRAIN:

The Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA) is the apex organisation for agricultural research in Africa. It was
founded in 2002 with headquarters in Accra, Ghana. It brings together all stakeholders in African agricultural research in
pursuit of the vision of reduced poverty in Africa as a result of sustainable broad-based agricultural growth and
improved livelihoods, particularly of smallholder and pastoral enterprises. The Forum'’s mission is to create broad-based
improvements in agricultural productivity, competitiveness and markets by supporting Africa’s sub-regional
organisations in strengthening capacity for agricultural innovation. FARA works with and through the sub-regional
organisations, i.e., the Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in East and Central Africa (ASARECA), the
West and Central African Council for Agricultural Research and Development (WECARD), the SADC-Food Agriculture
and Natural Resource Directorate (SADC-FANR) and the North African Sub-Regional Organisation (NASRO) to provide
a strategic platform to foster continental and global networking that reinforces the capacities of Africa’s national
agricultural research systems and sub-regional organisations in catalysing and facilitating collaborations between
national agricultural research systems. FARA and the SROs are committed to leading the implementation of Pillar IV of
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) which encompasses agricultural research,
technology development and dissemination with crosscutting capacity strengthening.

The African Network for Agriculture, Agro forestry and Natural Resources Education (ANAFE) was launched in 1993
as a network of African agricultural colleges and universities to strengthen the capacity of tertiary agricultural
institutions, their staff and graduates to work with key agricultural and rural development stakeholders to improve
agricultural productivity, production, sustainability and marketing mechanisms. ANAFE has developed its 2008 — 2012

! "The full programme document:”Universities, Business and Research in Agricultural Innovation (UniBRAIN). Regional and Pan-African
Collaboration. January 2010 to December 2014” (November 2009) is available from the DDRN office.
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strategy that focuses in working closely with its 131 member institutions located in 35 African countries (including the
nine Danida priority countries) to improve: 1) Tertiary Agricultural Education (TAE) in African higher institutions of
learning, 2) the context and links of TAE with rural and agribusiness development activities and 3) the relevance of TAE
through applied research and development benefiting small farmers and agro entrepreneurs. This three-pronged
approach is the core of the ANAFE's operational mandate, the ultimate goal of which is to create well designed and
well targeted TAE that can provide scientific expertise, technical innovations and training in strategic areas of education
for rural development, industry and policy.

The African Technology Policy Studies network (ATPS) established in 1984 is a multi-disciplinary network of
researchers, practitioners and policy makers that promotes science, technology and innovation (STI) policy research,
dialogue and practice, for African Development. It is the centre of excellence for STI capacity building in Africa. It
supports and implements STI capacity building programmes at the grassroots, national, sub-regional, and continental
levels in Africa. At the global scale, it acts as a knowledge broker taking science, technology and innovation developed
in Africa to the rest of the world and vice versa. ATPS has a longstanding experience in building innovation through
collaboration, knowledge sharing and equitable partnerships amongst the quadruple helix: governance sectors,
knowledge sectors, private sectors and civil society. With its Secretariat Headquarters in Nairobi Kenya, the ATPS works
through its national chapters in 23 African countries and has a plan to cover the whole of sub-Saharan Africa by 2015.

The Pan African Agribusiness Consortium (PanAAC) was formed as a continental network to improve linkages
between Africa’s agribusiness community and other actors in the agricultural value chain. PanAAC's constituent
members are contract producers, input dealers, logistics providers, marketers, processors, financiers, exporters and
researchers. To promote agricultural technology development, dissemination and adoption, PanAAC works closely with
the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), the Sub-Regional Organizations (SROs) as well as their
constituent national agricultural research and development systems. In helping to promote the goal of the
Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) of an agriculture-led growth, PanAAC also works
with Regional Economic Commissions (RECs), Intergovernmental Organizations, NGOs and Africa’s development
partners. PanAAC is registered as a non-profit organization in Nairobi, Kenya.
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