Brief status report on
European Forum on Agricultural Research for Development EFARD 

European Initiative for Agricultural Research for Development EIARD 

Platform for Afr–Eur Partnerships for Agricultural Research and Development  PAEPARD
Based on draft minutes of EFARD Steering Committee meeting of 18 March 2009.
1.   EFARD: Updates and news from the EFARD SC members at Steering Committee meeting in Brussels on 18th March 2009 included the following information of relevance to DDRN members:
· ECART/NATURA – building alliance with legal status linking research and education. New institution would replace both ECART and NATURA. Proposed launch at Wageningen Science Forum (June 2009). 
· All Party UK Parliamentary Group for Agriculture and Food for Development (Led by former Minister: 100 MPs interested from Commons and Lords). Enquiry into food crisis to deepen UK engagement. Another enquiry on water and food. Also promotion of similar initiatives in developing countries. This model could be applicable to European Parliament – to advocate for agric, food security research etc.?
· Initiation by EU of Euro 1 billion Food Facility noted.
· GPAFS – next big meeting in Rome November. Italy leading (in the context of the G8+G5 Brazil, China, India, Mexico, South Africa) group of experts on food security) on facilitation process for GPAFS with Governments, FAO, CGIAR etc There will be a Summit at La Maddalena (Italy) in July 2009, which will prepare a final statement on agriculture and food security, that will recognise ARD as essential component. 
· Noted EU – Africa Partnership 8, particularly Space component, and capacity building in science and research. Also noted MDG partnership and Ispra meeting on 9-11th March to initiate Action Plan for GMES Africa. 
2.   New EIARD strategy and FSTP EIARD Project 
EIARD adopted a new strategy for 2009-13 at the annual ECG meeting in November 2008. The strategy includes outputs related to i) effective coordination of European ARD policies in pursuit of the MDGs; ii) Effective coordination of European investments in CGIAR; iii) Effective coordination of European investments in ARD organisations at global, continental and sub-continental levels; iv) Effective coordination between European investments in ARD and investments in rural development in pursuit of the MDGs. A contract has been agreed with GTZ to support the implementation of the EIARD strategy.

· A new vision of EFARD was prepared by the SC and presented by the Chair to EIARD general assembly end 2007, and support to EFARD was incorporated into EIARD strategy. EFARD has an essential role in bringing together European stakeholders, and in bridging European – Southern initiatives e.g. PAEPARD and proposed partnerships in Asia and Latin America. Potential support to EFARD through FSTP project is justified because this is integral to the EIARD strategy. It also opens opportunities for support than the EC by other EIARD Members.

· The current priorities (European consultation, PAEPARD 2 and Asia/ Latin America partnerships) could serve as a springboard for EFARD to develop a strategy. 

3.   PAEPARD. Update of activities in PAEPARD 1 and status report on PAEPARD 2, including Feedback from ECART meeting.
PAEPARD is the platform for African- European Partnership in ARD and is coordinated on the African side by FARA and on the European side by EFARD. Its first phase was supported by a grant under the FP6. A more substantive second phase (budget €5.5m) is proposed under the EC Food Security Thematic Programme. Potential European participants met on 17th March 2009 to discuss potential involvement in PAEPARD 2.
· Phase 1 was a one year FP6 project intending to reinforce the partnership in ARD between Europe and Africa and to improve access of African researchers to EC funding instruments such as FP7, EDF, FSTP. It included an assessment of current and past EU-Africa cooperation, an e-consultation of European and African partners on a multi-stakeholders’ base and two regional consultations in Africa. Emphasis on placing ARD in multi-stakeholder approach – using ARD as a bridge between counterpart stakeholder groups in Europe - Africa. Note gaps on European side. Final report submitted.

· Note that mainstreaming of development through normal research themes in FP7 enhanced need to build opportunities for developing country programme involvement. Note also that PAEPARD 1 experience has allowed the selection of topics for the research agenda, which will be used in the next call for proposals under the FSTP, and FP7-FAFB launched or to be launched in 2009 and 2010

· PAEPARD 2 more demand driven, building on experience of PAEPARD 1 – extends institutional base to civil society, farmers’ organisations etc. Euros 6.85m (€5.5 m from EC) over 3 years. Action Fiche approved Dec. 08. In FSTP 2009 AAP. Passed DCI Committee. Final approval (Commission Decision). Contract July. FARA is leading the PAEPARD 2 consortium. Operational September. 

· The group of European stakeholders, who participated in the Accra writing workshop about the PAEPARD 2 proposal, met 17th March 2009. The Consortium/Steering Committee composition and the European facilitator's profile were discussed. Same group will meet on 22th of April to continue discussions of activities and results in PAEPARD 2. In the Steering Committee Europe would be represented by 6 people: EFARD representative, 3 partners of the consortium (research and education, NGOs, farmers' organisations), COLEACP for private sector, and CTA. The latter will represent both Europe and Africa. Aim to have facilitator in place by September. Call should be open. EFARD will set up a search and selection committee and it is hoped that the call be launched before the end of April 2009. Location of facilitator is not yet decided. 

· Partnership responsibilities in PAEPARD need to be clarified between FARA and EFARD There should be symmetry in constituency and reciprocity in implementation between EFARD and FARA particularly in screening and appointing facilitators and results leaders. 

· Noted that Anne Sørensen is PAEPARD lead in EFARD.
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